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My Prayer 

I do not ask, my God, for mystic power 

To heal the sick and lame, the deaf and blind; 
I ask Thee humbly for the gracious power 

Just to be kind. 
I do not pray to see the shining beauty 

Of highest knowledge most divinely true; 
I pray that, knowing well my duty, 

This I may do. 


I do not ask that men with flattering finger 
Should point me out within the crowded mart, 
But only that the thought of me may linger 
In one glad heart. 
I would not rise upon the men below me, 
4 Or pulling at the robes of men above; 
; I would that friends, a few dear friends, may know me, 
And, knowing, love. 
| 
{ 


I do not pray for palaces of splendor 
Or far among the world’s delights to roam; 

I pray that I may know the meaning tender 
Of home, sweet home. 

I do not ask that heaven’s golden treasure 

Upon my little blundering life be spent; 
: But, oh, I ask Thee for the perfect pleasure 
Of calm content. 
—Amos R. Wells. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. C. A. Tracy, of 1813 Broadway Ave- 
nue, Springfield, Ohio, who has been held 
close home by the sickness of Mrs. Tracy, 
is open to engagement for supply and other 
gospel ministry service. 

Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein, Secretary of 
Evangelism, will spend three days with De- 
fiance College early in December, under the 
auspices of the Y. W. C. A. and the Y. M. 
C. A. in the interests of evangelism. 


Rev. E. T. Cotton has gone from Suffolk, 
Virginia, to take charge of the church at 
Oshawa, Ontario. He has been serving as 
recording secretary of the Sunday-school 
Convention of the Eastern Virginia Confer- 
ence. 

Mrs. F. E. Bullock gave four addresses 
at an interdenominational Institute Conven- 
tion at Springfield on November 16 and 
added to her rapidly increasing credit as a 
Sunday-school speaker in this part of the 
country. 

Senator J. E. West, of Suffolk, Va., who 
is so prominent in the work of our Southerir 
Christian Convention, was honored two 
weeks ago by his State with the election 
to the position of lieutenant governor by a 
large majority. 

The annual fathers’ and sons’ banquet of 
the Temple Church at Lakemont, N. Y., Dr. 
G. A. Conibear pastor, was a fine success, 
with more than seventy present and a good 
program. The church has a very successful 
men’s class, of which Mr. Mandel Chadwick 
is the teacher. 

We have just received word of the sudden 
death of Rev. Charles A. Richter, at For- 
reston, Illinois, November 10. Brother Rich- 
ter. was in his seventy-first year, and for 
several years has been a licensed preacher 
in the Christian Church, frequently doing 
supply and other ministerial service. 

In another part of this issue will be found 
the itinerary laid out for Field Secretary 
Hall and Field Worker Bennett. Most folks 
have little idea of how physically exhaust- 
ing such campaigns are and of how much 
these two faithful brethren need our united 
prayers and co-operation in this Forward 
Movement work. 


Rev. Frederick Cooper, the well-known 
evangelist of our church located at Albany, 
Mo., had a great meeting at New Virginia, 
in the M. E. Church. In all there were 
about sixty conversions. Dr. Cooper is now 
in a union evangelistic meeting at Barnes 
City, Iowa. His efforts are being greatly 
blessed this year. 


The Christian Endeavor society at Eaton, 
Ohio, of which Rev. Hiley Baker is pastor, 
had 125 present Sunday evening, November 
13. The society has trebled its attendance 
in the last few weeks by a contest which 
it is conducting between the married and 
unmarried members. The contest is to last 
until January, elosing with the banquet. The 
Sunday-school is getting ready to launch 


a campaign to double its attendance and 
other lines of the work are showing renewed 
vigor. Evangelistic services are planned for 
early in the year. 


Rev. W. H. Martin and family moved to 
Dayton last week, to take charge of First 
Church. The work has been kept in good 
shape by well-arranged series of supply 
pastors during the interim between pastors, 
and Brother Martin brings to it a zeal and 
experience which ought greatly to forward 
the Kingdom’s interests at this point. 


The Herald has just received word of the 
death of Mrs. Deama Burch, the widow of 
the late Rev. Edwin Burch, who passed 
away September 7 at her home in Muncie, 
Indiana, at the age of seventy-three. The 
memory of her long and beautiful life will 
be deeply cherished by those who knew her. 
The son, Richard, and the daughter, Miss 
Anna V., both make their home in Muncie. 

Brother Hermon Eldredge, our Sunday- 
school Secretary, of Erie, Pa., and his co- 
laborers in the dry fight to which we made 
reference in our issue of November 10, were 
gloriously victorious in the election. Every 
office but one in the county and city was car- 
ried by their side, the wet forces suffering 
such a defeat as ought to silence them for a 
long time—a great victory for clean politics. 


Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, who is furnishing 
us with such excellent Prayer Page material 
each week, is not only carrying his pastoral 
work at Fall River, Mass., but also taking 
work both.in the Boston University and in 
Harvard. One of the best omens for our 
future denominationally is the fact that so 
many of our splendid young pastors are 
working so hard to further their higher edu- 
cation—carrying university studies along 
with their pastoral duties. 

Every member of the Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence should turn and read the exceptionally 
good program to be given at the “One Day 
School of Missions,” to be he!d at West Mil- 
ton, Ohio, December 1. This school is being 
promoted by Brother A. W. Hirby, the ener- 
getic mission secretary of the conference, 
and it should have the aggressive co-opera- 
tion of every pastor. We want especially to 
emphasize the point which Brother Hirby 
makes in insisting that evangelistic services 
should not stand in the way of attendance. 
It is a poor type of evangelistic spirit which 
does not comprise the work of a conference 
as well as the local situation. 


Rev. D. G. Pleasant was expecting big 
things of the mission pageant to be given 
Thanksgiving evening by his church at 
Campbellstown, Ohio, together with a thank 
offering for the Woman’s Mission Board. 
He has just closed a successful series of 
meetings for the Hannas Creek Church, and 
expects to devote the entire month of Janu- 
ary to evangelistic meetings with his own 
church. 

A large number in our brotherhood who 
have been so deeply interested in the ad- 
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mirable home mission work which Brother 
W. R. Caldwell, of Montesano, Washington, 
is doing among the loggers of that State, 
will be very sorry to hear that a few days 
ago, while working on his house, he had a 
fall of some fifteen feet, a rib being broken 
and other injuries sustained. At our last 
word he was confined to his bed, but making 
such improvement that he hopes to be up 
soon. 

Rev. J. E. Besemer, of 64 Prospect Street, 
Cortland, N. Y., has suffered the loss of his 
dear companion, who also was a minister of 
the gospel, Rev. Sarah A. Besemer. She 
passed away on Sunday, November 13, after 
many years of serious sickness and suffer- 


- ing. She was in her seventy-seventh yéar 


and her life has been a long continued testi- 
mony to the power and beauty of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Together she and her hus- 
band have worked for the extension of the 
Kingdom, and the prayers of many will be 
with him in this sad bereavement. 

Rev. McD. Howsare, Field Secretary for 
the Home Mission Board, this week and part 
of last has been putting on a simultaneous 
evangelistic campaign in the Southern Ohio 
Conference. A number of the churches 
there are without pastors, and a number are 
weak because of long-time neglect; and 
Brother Howsare has undertaken to have a 
series of meetings during these few days 
in practically every church in the confer- 
ence. A number of our general officers, 
pastors, and other workers, have given their 
time to assist him in this splendid under- 
taking. 

On last Wednesday evening a most im- 
portant meeting took place at the First 
Church, Dayton, it being the initial meeting 
of what we hope will become a very perma- 
nent organization. The several churches in 
and near Dayton were called together for 
the purpose of getting better acquainted and 
arousing an interest in each other’s work— 
and looking to the formation of some sort 
of group organization. In spite of the very 
heavy rain, there were nearly a hundred 
present and such enthusiasm and good fel- 
lowship were manifsted that another meet- 
ing is called for December at the Crown 
Point Church. 


The home of Rev. I. M. Hoel, who has such 
a large acquaintance and well-merited 
friendship throughout our brotherhood, both 
by his service in the ministry and his faith- 
fulness as a correspondent in The Herald, 
has been passing through unusual affliction 
for the past months. Mrs. Hoel who has 
been so seriously ill is much improved, but 
for the last four weeks Brother Hoel him- 
self has been very sick with pleurisy and 
other trouble. He is now able to sit up just 
a little. He writes in deep appreciation of 
the kindly attention which he has received 
from the brethren of his own church, as well 
as a number of the near-by ministerial 
brethren. Brothers Shepherd and Rippey 
have filled his appointments to great ac- 
ceptance. We are sure that many will de- 
sire to extend to him a word of sympathetic 
greeting—at Tuscola, Illinois. 
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A ‘God-Consciousness for Nations 


apart, in a class all its own, among our national 

holidays. The others all recognize man, and man’s 
part; but Thanksgiving Day, and it alone, recognizes God, 
and the part which God plays in nations and in the affairs 
of mankind. On Washington’s Birthday we pay tribute 
to the leadership of great personalities and 4he loyalty 
and power with which they have served. On,Memorial 
Day we do homage to the heroes, living and dead, who 
counted their own lives of less worth than the perpetua- 
tion of liberty and justice. On the Fourth of July we re- 
new in our minds and hearts an appreciation of the prin- 
ciples and spirit of democracy upon which this nation of 
ours is builded. And on Labor Day we recognize the 
supreme worth of the individual over the rights of prop- 
erty and possessions, and do honor to those lowly work- 
ingmen and artisans, whether in field or factory, upon 
whose humble toil and faithfulness depends so much of 
the welfare of humanity—those toilers whom so many 
of the other nations treat as peasants and serfs, but upon 
whom our nation bestows the privileges of eminent 
citizenship. But on Thanksgiving Day we look beyond all 
of these, and find that God is over all and in all, the author 
and giver of every good and perfect gift. We examine 
into the deeper qualities and worth of life’s issues and 
find that God is the source of them all, and that without 
Him and His providences man can do nothing. Ever, and 
for every human being, is it true that back of the bread is 
the flour, and the wheat, and back of the wheat is the 
shower and God’s will. And the whole nation is called to 
prayer and gratitude for the bountiful blessings which 
God has bestowed upon us as a people. He is thus 
acknowledged as a God of nations as well as of persons— 
an idea which is illuminated and enforced by the Christ- 
mas message of the coming of Christ that the kingdoms 
of the earth may become His Kingdom. 


HOw slothful have ever been God’s preachers to preach 

God and righteousness to the nation! Of how many of 
us is it true that only on Thanksgiving Day and other rare 
and special occasions do we give a national concept and 
a national application to our message! After listening to 
sermons year in and year out and searching volume after 
volume of them, and after examining the religious per- 
iodicals of this nation month after month, one is prone to 
wonder whether the majority of preachers and religious 
papers ever would give any word to the nation from year’s 
end to year’s end if it were not for Thanksgiving! Far too 
many ministers and far too many religious periodicals are 
content to play simply the priest to individuals, or the 
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arbiter between labor and capital, or the advocate of some 
benevolent cause; but few indeed of them ever rise to the 
dignity and power of real prophets to the nation. They 
have neglected or evaded Hosea and Amos and Micah and 
those other mighty preacher-statesmen of the Old Testa- 
ment, who gave such ringing, searching sermons to the 
nation; and whose appeal for national righteousness and 
national justice is just as applicable and just as vital to 
the United States today as it was to Israel and Judah in 
their day. The vast majority of Bible readers seldom or 
never turn to those old Prophets, and have a most in- 
adequate and confused, and even perverted, idea of the 
very mission as well as of the message of those wonderful 
men. There is dire need for a renaissance of that pro- 
phetic insight and spirit that will burn and scourge and 
cause to tremble any nation which is walking in unright- 
eousness and seeking not the ways and will of God in 
its legislative and executive and judicial activities. We 
need to create anew a God-consciousness and a will-to- 
righteousness in our national life. 


WE mean not the superficial kind of righteousness that 

makes much ado because the word “God” is not writ- 
ten in our national Constitution; not the kind of fal- 
lacious devotion to God which calls our nation to prayer 
and worship only on feast days and fast days. We mean 
that profounder acknowledgment of God which believes 
in Him with unfeigned sincerity, and knows with abso- 
lute certainty that national disobedience to His will and 
His spirit will lead to national disaster and shame. We 
mean the kind of righteousness that becomes the very 
bone and sinew of all of our national ideals and aspira- 
tion, and directs every act and relationship—whether 
they be those which relate us to other nations or those of 
domestic nature which relate class to class and race to 
race within our own borders. Our legislators and our 
courts of justice too often have forgotten God. And we, 
Christian men and Christian women though we are, far 
too often have turned the political affairs of our communi- 
ties over to the leadership of men who know not God, who 
are dishonest and immoral, and outcasts from decent so- 
ciety. We would not trust them with our own business, 
we would not admit them into respectable social circles— 
and yet we follow their lead in politics, and our vote elects 
them to office. Such men too often have run our political 
matters and directed the affairs of city and State and 
nation. You know that this is true. And it is true only 
because our preachers have not been also prophets, with a 
clear, and intelligent, and unpartisan, and unfearing 
message of national righteousness. 
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The Trend of Events 


The Church in the Armistice Day Services at Washington 


The singing of “America” marked the first ceremonies over 
the body of the “unknown soldier” lying in state in the ro- 
tunda of the United States Capitol this morning. The honor of 
laying the first floral tribute on the bier, of offering the first prayer, 
of making the first address on the day set aside for such memorial 
exercises, was granted the Protestant churches of America, through 
the Federal Council of Churches, which officially represents thirty 
great communions, comprising 20,000,000 members. 


At 7:45 o’clock the official representatives of the Council, the 
members of the Washington Committee, and the General Commit- 
tee on Army and Navy Chaplains of the Federal Council and other 
representatives of the churches gathered on the Senate steps on the 
east side of the Capitol and at 7:55 o’clock were admitted for the 
first ceremonies of the day. Under an escort of a guard of soldiers 
the delegation marched in column of threes to the rotunda. The 
fioval tribute, an American flag of immortelles bearing a white cross 
of carnations, was borne at the head of the procession by Dr. Gay- 
lord S. White, of New York, secretary, and Rev. F. Paul Lang- 
horne, of Washington, associate secretary, during the war, of the 
General Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains, and Mrs. Leah 
J. Street, of the Washington Office of the Federal Council. Dr. E. 
0. Watson, secretary of the Washington Office of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, was in charge and offered the prayer in place of 
Bishop William F. McDowell, chairman of the Washington Com- 
mittee, who was prevented by sickness from attending. 


Just as the prayer was completed the bronze east doors were 
thrown open to admit the general public. The sun bursting through 
the clouds lighted the bier throwing a glow of splendor upon it. 

The address was made by Dr. William Adams Brown, of Union 
Theological Seminary, who served as secretary of the General War- 
time Commission of the Churches. At the conclusion of the address 
the delegation spontaneously began singing “America” to which 
most persons in the line of the general public responded. Rev. 
Harry D. Mitchell, of the Metropolitan Methodist Church, Wash- 
ington, led the singing. In his address, Dr. Brown said. 


In the spirit of unity and faith, grateful te God for past guid- 
ance and protection, we, representatives of the Protestant Chris- 
tians of America, bring to this historic spot our tribute of affec- 
tion and pride. Center and symbol of our national life, this place 
is consecrated anew by the valor and devotion of our beloved dead, 
whom this unknown soldier represents. 

In this solemn hour deep calls to deep; patriotism is answered 
by religion. Gratefully will we cherish, resolutely will we guard 
this well-loved land, our spiritual mother, home of the patriots to 
whose vigilant courage and unstinted sacrifice we owe our liberty 
as a nation. 

But we dare not forget, least of all at this hour and in this 
place, that patriotism alone is not enough. Servants of the Prince 
of Peace, we are called to a wider citizenship, a fellowship in which 
all the peoples of mankind may share. In the Kingdom of God, 
which is the brotherhood of men of good will of every land and 
race, those who were once enemies may find in work for the com- 
mon weal reconciliation and peace. 

In this faith we welcome those who have come to us f10m across 
the sea, to join with us in seeking a better way. To this larger 
service, this higher patriotism, we now rededicate ourselves, in the 
unconquerable hope that in spite of every obstacle we shall attain 
at last the goal for which these heroes gave their lives—-a warless 
world. God forbid that we should fail them in this hour of our 
opportunity. 


The Washington Conference 


The proposals for a radical limitation of naval armament made 
by the United States through Secretary Hughes have met with 
almost universal praise and acclaim throughout the world. And 
Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan have given their endorse- 
nent to the spirit and principle of these sweeping proposals. Arthur 
J. Balfour, head of the British delegation, gave unstinted praise to 
Secretary Hughes and our nation for having the faith and courage 
to make such proposals in the very beginning of the conference; 
and then, after pointing out the unique position of Great Britain 
as an island and colonial empire, and the unquestionable depend- 


‘dictional freedom imposed 


ence of England upon the freedom of the seas for its very existence, 
he gave his endorsement to the proposals in the following words: 

Again, it does not touch a question which every man coming 
from Europe must feel to be a question of immense and almost 
paramount importance. I mean the heavy burden of land arma- 
ments. That is left on one side, to be dealt with by other schemes 
and in other ways. What it does is surely one of the biggest things 
that has ever yet been done by constructive statesmanship. It does 
deal with the three great fieets of the world, and in the broad spirit 
in which it deals with those fleets in the proportion of disarma- 
ment which it lays down for those fleets, the government of the 
country which I represent is in the fullest and the heartiest sym- 
pathy with the policy which the United States has brought before 
us for our consideration We think that the proportion 
between these various countries is acceptable, we think the limi- 
tation of amounts is acceptable; we think it should be accepted; 
we firmly believe that it will be accepted. 

In my view the message which has been sent around the world 
on Saturday is not a message which is going to be received by 
those most concerned with cool approbation. I believe it is going 
to be received by them with warm, hearty approval and with every 
effort at full, loyal and complete co-operation. 


Mr. Balfour expressed a willingness to go even further than 
the Hughes proposal in the matter of submarines. He declared that 
the “submarines are a class of vessels most easily abused in their 
use,” and that in the late war they “were most grossly abused.” 
He gave it as the opinion of the English experts that the Hughes 
proposal permits too large a tonnage of submarines. 


The English nation is surely justified in laying emphasis upon its 
peculiar dependence upon the sea. Nothing but a spirit of unjust 
jingoism among Americans could deny her this right to insist that 
she must in some way, if not by her own navy, be safeguarded 
against the utter destruction that could easily be brought upon 
her in time of war through closing her ports to the commerce of the 
seas. It is not only folly, it is absolute national injustice, for the 
United States, situated on a self-sustaining continent as it is, to 
undertake to match the naval power of Great Britain, whose very 
existence is dependent upon the freedom of the seas. 

The representatives of France, Italy, and Japan gave like assent 
to the underlying principles of the Hughes proposal. The Japanese 
will doubtless question the suggested ratio of vessels, though Baron 
Kato declared in his address that “Japan has no desire for a fleet 
equal to that of the United States or Great Britain” and that 
“Japan is ready to proceed to sweeping reduction in naval arma- 
ment.” P 

But the major interest in the past few days has centered around 
questions of deeper and more vital importance than any limitation 
of armament, inasmuch as they are the fundamental issues out of 
which differences arise which make armament desirable and war 
possible. Chima brought some of these questions to the front in 
well-balanced and very fair proposals relating to her own national 
status and future welfare. 


China’s “Ten Points” 


Last week China presented to the conference at Washington a 
ten-point proposal which may become as famous in history as the 
“Fourteen Points” which brought about the Armistice. Every one 
recognizes the fact that the Far Eastern question is ladened with 
grave possibilities, und absorbing interest attaches to the docu- 
ment which the representatives of China laid before the conference 
in which they boldly ask— 

1. For the territorial integrity and political independence of 
the Chinese Republic. 

2. For the “Open Door,” which the Republic endorses and 
promises to apply impartially. 

3. That there be no treaties between various powers respecting 
China (such as the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, etc.). 

4. A demand that secret agreements between nations regarding 
China be made public and declared null and void. (It is suspected, 
for instance, that there is such a secret agreement between Japan 
and France regarding the Chinese Eastern Railroad.) 

5. That all present limitations upon China’s political and juris- 
by the various powers be removed. 

6. That definite time limits be given to China’s commitments. 
(Such as those growing out of the Boxer Rebellion, which the 
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powers have made, indefinite and continuous, still holding the 
rights then granted them.) 

7. That in cases of controversy, China be accorded the same 
rights which other nations demand. 

8 That China’s rights as a neutral be fully respected in 
future wars to which she is not a party. 

9. That provision shall be made for the peaceful settlement of 
international disputes in the Pacific and the Far East. 

10. That provisions shall be made for the future conferences 
to be held from time to time for the discussion of international 
questions relative to the Pacific and the Far East. 

It will be seen that what China really is demanding is a 
national status among the nations of the earth, and that the Chinese 
Republic be liberated from interference and plunder by other na- 
tions. There are those who object to this on the grounds that China 
is not able to conduct her own affairs; but it is obvious that what 
they mean is, that China does not wish to conduct her affairs as we 
Occidentals think she should, or for the benefit of our own pros- 
pectors and business interests. The United States heartily agrees, 
we believe, with this demand of China and will use its influence to 
promote, it. 

Of even greater importance are the last two demands, which 
look towards the formation of some sort of continuing council or 
association or league of nations for the carrying out of any policy 
which might be adopted and for taking care of all questions and 
friction which from time to time are sure to arise. The statesmen 
of China know how transient and unreliable will be any kind of 
agreement entered upon at the Washington Conference unless 
there is formed some sort of authority for its enforcement; and 
they also recognize how vain as a step to permanent peace will be 
any limitation of armaments unless there is formed some way for 
the settlement of differences other than by war. 


A Second Call to 150,000 Churches in America 


The bold and noble policy for the reduction of the navies an- 
nounced by Secretary Hughes was made possible by the nation- 
wide insistent demand of the people. We must now support that 
policy with utmost vigor until the conference adopts it and Con- 
gress has actually enacted the American laws that will put it into 
operation. For this the persistent drive of the churches is im- 
perative. Lions are still in the way. And the European and Fa 
Eastern problems are still to be considered, which need a Chris- 
tian solution. 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America is 
issuing this second call to the churches to pusi: forward the great 
work so well begun. Splendid results were secured from their work 
done in October and from the nation-wide observance of November 
sixth and eleventh. But the campaign for a warless world is only 
well begun. The Washington Conference will continue many weeks. 
Our campaign must continue until war is outlawed, and the whole 
war system is abolished by the firm establishment of an effective 
peace system. 

The Federal Council is in constant communication, both by letter 
and by cable, with the church bodies of the other nations in order 
that this sweeping expression of public sentiment may be inter- 
national, and may come in upon the conference from the peoples 
of all nations concerned. The Federal Council now urges the 
churches: 

1. To promote the earnest study in every church of interna- 
tional questions by adult and young people’s study groups and in 
prayer meetings. At the close of the courses suggested it would 
be helpful if each group would write to the appropriate Senators 
and Representatives in the House, expressing the conclusions to 
which it has been led. 

2. To continue in every Sunday service and on every other 
possible opportunity to pray for the success of the conference and 
to educate the people on the. Christian principles involved in es- 
tablishing and maintaining right international relations. 

8. To hold public meetings in every city, unitedly wherever 
possible, some time in November or December, in behalf of Amer- 
ica’s courageous proposal to the nations. 

4. To emphasize afresh in the service at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas time the Christian belief in a warless world and in an 
immediate and sweeping reduction of armament as an imperative 
step toward the ultimate goal. 

5. To organize in each of the larger cities a Committee on In- 
ternational Justice and Good Will, representing all the churches, for 
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vigorous and continuous co-operation in the long and serious cam- 


paign against the whole war system by establishing an effective 
peace system. 


6. To keep in touch with the Commission on International Jus- 
tice and Good Will of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America in order that the many regiments: and armies of the 
pane ya may keep step and may march together in their war to 
end war. 


The Federal Council’s program includes: 


1. A pamphlet (shortly to be issued) on the problems in the Pa- 
cific and Far East and a study course upon it. 

2. Wide distribution of informing and stimulating literature. 

3. Promotion of systematic discussion in the churches of the is- 
sues involved. 


4. Continuation of the Federal Council’s campaign of publicity 
through the press. 


5. Carrying forward this educational campaign unti] the end 
of the conference, and until our representatives in Congress have 
ratified a satisfactory basis of permanent peace among the-nations. 


Dr. McGarrah Prophecies Church Union 


One of the hopeful signs in the church is the fact that church 
union is being thrust more frequently into almost every kind of 
church discussion. The subject simply will not down. Especially 
is this true whenever the efficiency of the church, the salary of 
ministers, the want of funds, or the shortage of preachers, is be- 
ing discussed. These problems immediately raise the question of 
the uselessness of trying to keep up so many church organizations, 
especially in small town and country communities, where there are 
usually twice or three times as many church houses and disheart- 
ened little church groups trying to live as is desirable. The 
churches in many towns are struggling along at a poor dying rate 
only because they are so numerous that neither one of them has 
a constituency large enough and strong enough financially to hire 
the only type of preacher and put up the only type of church build- 
ing that will make things go in this age and generation. To try 
to discuss such conditions intelligently, and to seek a real and 
lasting cure for them, immediately brings up the question of the 
union of these churches as the only common sense and practical 
thing to do. 

It was when discussing just such problems as these at the In- 
stitute on Church Efficiency which was held in Boston last month, 
under the auspices of the city Federation of Churches, that Dr. Al- 
bert F. McGarrah, the well-known efficiency expert in church and 
religious organizations, prophesied that within two generations de- 
nominations will disappear, giving way to the “United Church of 
Christ in America.” It was his opinion that— 


In these days, the name does not matter, and I hope and trust 
that the day will come when my lad, who says he is going to be a 
minister, will be a minister in the “United Church of Christ in 
America.” It cannot come too soon for me. I myself have spoken 
in the churches of twenty denominations, in Catholic churches and 
Jewish churches. 

I would rather be a minister in the next fifteen years than at 
any period in history. The next generation is going to see church 
union in sight. We may not get it in another generation, but it 
will be in sight, and you men can feel with great courage that 
the world of tomorrow will enter into the heritage of the things you 
teday are doing. 


oO 


A Sunday-school union has just been organized in Burma; and 
Rev. Paul R. Hackett, who has had large experience with young 
people, will sail in a few weeks for that country in order to give 
his entire time to the interdenominational Sunday-school work 
there, as well as having general direction of the Burma Sunday- 
school Union. Mr. Hackett has been connected with the great 
Baptist mission press at Rangoon for a number of years and has 
the practical knowledge needed for the work in his new office. 


oa) 


The fifteenth annual meeting of the Home Missions Council will 
be held January 9-11 in New York City, to be followed immediate- 
ly by the Foreign Missions Conference at Garden City, New York. 
These are meetings of the mission secretaries and representatives 
of the mission boards of the various denominations for counsel 
and co-operation. 

















SE ceo Oo ooo coco co oc eco occ oe y 
. H 





Last Year and This 


AST year was one of the best which the Christian Church ever yet has experienced in 

its foreign mission work. Through the generous giving on the part of individuals, 

societies, and churches, together with the great help rendered by the Forward Movement 
funds, the Mission Board— 


Bought a lot in Tokyo for a mission home. 

eee” a lot in Tokyo for the night school and kindergarten 
plant. 

Built and paid for a new kindergarten building at Oji, a Tokyo 
suburb. 

Paid the debt on the Tsukidate church and parsonage. 

Opened a new mission point in Meguro, another Tokyo suburb. 

Returned the Frys to Japan and the Barretts to Porto Rico. 

Brought the Martins and Mr. Garman home. 

Bought and paid for a parsonage at Salinas, P. R. 

Started industrial and kindergarten work in Porto Rico. 

Made thorough surveys of both our Japan and Porto Rico 
fields by sending special deputations. 

And made a normal increase in all our regular work. 


ies is a remarkably good record. But the board hopes to make a better one this com- 
ing year. If individuals, societies, and churches will increase their gifts over last 
year, and if the pledges to the Forward Movement are paid promptly, it plans to— 


Begin actual work on the night school-kindergarten-church 
plant in Tokyo. 

Begin actual work on the new mission home in Tokyo. 

Pay for the lot and build the chapel at Narugo, Japan. 

Build the chapel at Santa Isabel, P. R. 

Launch a new and larger program in Porto Rico, looking even- 
tually to self-support. 

Provide much needed traveling equipment for the native pas- 
tors in Porto Rico. 

Secure a trained medical missionary, fully equipped with a 
traveling clinic, for Porto Rico. 

Make a normal increase in all our regular work. 





But Remember 


WHAT CAN BE DONE WILL DEPEND UPON THE SIZE OF YOUR GIFTS AND THE 
PROMPTNESS WITH WHICH YOU PAY YOUR FORWARD MOVEMENT PLEDGES. 





OOM 
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the hearts of the people. On Wash- 

ington’s birthday we turn backward to 
the time when the star of our national life 
trembled in the uncertainties of war. On 
our national birthday we feel the inspira- 
tion of our country’s power and behold a 
glory unparalleled in the congress of na- 
tions. On Decoration Day we scatter bright 
flowers in tender memory of our heroic dead; 
but on Thanksgiving Day, amid the. gar- 
nered harvests of a fruitful year, we turn 
our faces toward God, and give thanks to the 
Giver of all Good. However the custom 
originated, and whoever its fathers—Dutch, 
English, or New Englanders—Thanksgiving 
Day has become a part of the life and 
thought of this great country. Our Presi- 
dents, our Governors, our merchants, our 
professional men, our courts, and our citi- 
zens, gladly conform to the custom of ob- 
serving the day. It is more than a 
holiday; it is really a holy day. But 
pre-eminently it is a Home Day. Per- 
haps in no other country is the family 
so likely to be scattered as in America, 
and yet the sweet and tender influ- 
ences of home life are not wholly lost. 
Thanksgiving Day, so dear to memory 
and to the old and enduring affec- 
tions that bind all into one, serves to 
turn the mind of the absent one to- 
ward the scenes of the dear old home, 
and thus helps to build our American 
life on the sure and immovable foun- 
dation of good homes. 

Thanksgiving Day should be wel- 
comed by all as an opportunity to help 
some one less fortunate than them- 
selves. This is Christianity in action. 
Wherever men and women suffer, or 
children cry for bread, in the next 
house or in the next street, there is a 
field for our charity and the place of 
our real Thanksgiving. The close of 
Thanksgiving Day should find the re- 
sources of our organized benevolent as- 
sociations very materially increased. 
The act of worship, no matter how de- 
veut, will be incomplete unless one’s 
loaf is shared and another’s burden is 
lightened. The real purpose of the day will be 
missed by those who in the evening time find 
that they have failed to lift the load and 
share the sorrow of another. The blessings 
of God are marvelous, our national achieve- 
ments are unequaled, and our fraternal re- 
lations all that could be desired. The war 
clouds have blown away, and a clear sky 
spreads a canopy of peace over all, while the 
“Star of Empire” leads to wider domains 
and greater prosperity. 

The old-time custom of Thanksgiving still 
has meaning. America is a great manufac- 
turing people, and is a great agricultural 
people also. The plow and the reaper more 
correctly represent our civilization than the 
loom or the forge. It is fitting that our 
Thanksgiving Day should be in the autumn. 
The harvests are gathered. The man who 
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Thanksgiving Day 
BY REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 


went forth to sow seed, has returned, bear- 
ing many fold more than he carried when 
he went. To such a one, if he be thankful, 
sights are more lovely and sounds more 
sweet. To such, the world is full of mean- 
ing, full of goodness, full of God; and he 
says— 

“His are the mountains, and the valleys his, 
And the resplendent rivers his to enjoy 
With a propriety that none can fill; 

But who hath filial confidence inspired, 
Can lift to heaven an unpresumptuous eye 
—_ re say, ‘My Father made them 

Thanksgiving began with the family, and 
the truest expression of thanks, that expres- 
sion which meets the approbation of God 
most, goes up from the home altars of our 
country. 

After Noah and his family had been 
tossed upon the wastes of waters for a year, 
the deluge having subsided, and land having 
appeared, he selected a spot of ground, 





—— 


A Thanksgiving 


Lord, for the friendships Thou hast 


given us 
We bless Thy gracious love today, 


For that sweet comradeship which light- 


ens toil 
And keeps us singing on our way. 


For that firm loyalty which, though we 


err, 
Will never turn from us aside, 


For that high faith which holds us true 


unto 
Our best and will not be denied. 


For that dear love which laughs and 


grieves with us 
In self-forgetting tenderness, 


Holding our joys and sorrows as its 


own, 


Lord, Thy great Heart of Love we 


bless. 


—Mabel Cornelia Matson in The Chris- 


tian Herald. 


——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 


erected an altar, and gave thanks unto God. 
This was the first great thanksgiving occa- 
sion of history. Later on the church began 
to give thanks, and the perpetuation of this 
great national day is due to the influence of 
the church of Jesus Christ. The feasts of 
the Jews were, in the truest sense, thanks- 
giving occasions. While at the Passover 
Feast, the Jews remembered the hand of 
God in delivering them from Egyptian bond- 
age, while they remembered the power that 
brought them frem slavery to the land of 
liberty, did they not give thanks! When 
the people gathered themselves together in 
the golden city of the Jews, at the feast of 
Pentecost, in memory of the law given them 
on Sinai, they remembered God, His wisdom, 
and His power, and the heart of the nation 
went out in thankfulness and praise. And 


at the feast of Tabernacles, as they dwelt 
in booths, commemorative of the tima when 
they wandered in the wilderness, as they of- 
fered upon the altar of their God the first 
fruits of the harvest, did they not express 
their thanks to God, and were not these oc- 
casions great thanksgiving occasions, and 
were they not in the truest sense great 
church occasions? But we should not be in- 
different to the fact that the state has had 
much to do, especially in these latter times, 
with our Thanksgiving Day. 

This nation was born with the name of 
God upon its lips. And this nation, though 
it has wandered away from God, has yet 
that one sacred name written upon all its 
records. 

When the Mayflower came to the shores of 
America, the Pilgrims brought the germ of 
our national life, and before they landed 
they entered into a sacred and solemn com- 
pact, “In the name of God, Amen.” 
And in their charter they declared 
that they undertook it for God’s glory; 
and thus was planted in American life, 
thus was planted in American civili- 
zation, thus was embedded in every 
possible institution of this country, the 
germ of divine power, which has been 
manifesting itself, and is manifesting 
itself, today. 

Our Republic was born, not amid 
the tread and triumph of armies, not 
upon the garlanded highways of suc- 
cess, not amid the shouts of victory 
and the songs of praise, not amid the 
trooping throngs with psaltery and 
harp; but beneath a sky o’ercast with 
the stormiest clouds, and amid the 
death-wails of those who fell in battle, 
and the heart-rending and agonizing 
cries of the hungry and the disconso- 
late. It was born with God in its 
heart, with divine power all about it. 
And since its birth, this country, 
though often baptized in the blood of 
its fallen heroes, and often beneath the 
awful storm cloud, has bowed upon the 
soil made sacred by the blood of 
her fallen soldiery and offered un- 
to God thanksgiving and praise for 
His goodness. Nor has this country always 
been driven to her knees by adversity, for 
when the sky has been blue, when the birds 
have been singing, when the fields have been 
teeming with golden grain, when the or- 
chards have been bending with ripened fruit, 
when the vaults have been filled with shining 
gold, when the granaries and barns have 
been taxed to hold the fruit of the farm, and 
the trains to carry the products of the fac- 
tory--America has bowed at the altar of 
her God, and poured out her soul in thanks- 
giving and praise. 

We should not only express our thanks to 
God, but we should remember His goodness, 
His mercy, His loving-kindness, and keep 
before our minds and hearts the history of 
His love and kindly dealings with us as a 
nation. We should give thanks to God for 
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the Christian element in our nation’s life. 
I know that sin abounds in our land; I 
know that all forms of wickedness are being 
carried on; I know that while songs of 
praise go up from temple and from table, 
that blasphemy and curses and falsehoods 
are around about us. I know that while 
many shall sit at table and enjoy the rich 
repast of the day, that some mothers will 
offer to their children a crust of bread, and 
turn away in sadness because the children 
ery for more. I know that while families 
gather at their reunions, while the sweet 
songs of praise go up to God from grateful 
hearts, the children that have not learned to 
laugh, because of the distress that poverty 
brings, will pleadingly look up into mother’s 
face, and ask for some of the luxuries that 
other children have. I know that at night, 
when we shall wrap the drapery of our 
couches about us, and give ourselves to 
pleasant dreams, that some mothers, with 
hearts of sadness, with cheeks damp with 
tears, will tuck their little ones away on 
beds of straw, and ask of God why they 
should suffer so. I know that we are scarce- 
ly beyond the smoke, and out of hearing of 
the bloodiest war of history; I know that we 
have trusted in big battalions, and big 
battleships, and every instrument of war 
that devilishness could devise; I know that 
we have trusted in big guns, rather than in 
God. I know of the mountain-high debt our 
Government is beneath. I know of the thou- 
sands of unemployed men and women who 
need work. I know that the assassin lurks 
in the shadows of night, and the pestilence 
stalketh abroad at noonday. I know that 
this nation has wandered from the path, 
and will be called to judgment. But yet I 
know that in this nation of ours, with all the 
curse of sin, with all the influence and pow- 


Devotions in 


BY REV. E. J. 


vor of devotions in private life is the 

attitude of Jesus Christ, who, realiz- 
ing the tremendous importance of the work 
which had been given Him to do, spent much 
time alone with His heavenly Father, in 
order that He might be fully equipped with 
power and wisdom successfully to cope with 
whatever problems or difficulties presented 
themselves during the day. Because of the 
large number of people who thronged about 
Him, he would rise before it was day and 
go into some solitary place where He might 
spend an hour in communion with His 
Father. Again and again we read that after 
some great event such as the feeding of the 
five thousand, as recorded in the fourteenth 
chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel, He would 
send the people away while “He went into 
the mountain to pray.” Now if the Savior 
could not do His busy work, condensed into 
those three years of active service, without 
constant and repeated retirement in body 


Ov of the strongest arguments in fa- 
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er of iniquity, with all the ravages of dis- 
ease, with all the death and carnage from 
which it suffers, there is a Christian ele- 
ment, there is a divine power, there is a 
God-giving force, and there will come a 
day—a glad thanksgiving day—when this 
country shall arise to the full enjoyment and 
power of that Christian element which has 
been, and is today, in this nation of ours. 

And with all our sin and suffering, we know 
but little of the heartaches and starvation 
that other nations know. 


It is true the law of this land is negative, 
but often the negative law is the really 
great law. The law does not compel us to 
worship, but it does forbid blasphemy; it 
does not compel us to spend our Sabbaths 
in certain places, and in certain ways, but it 
does forbid business on the Sabbath day. 
It does not say what employment we shall 
engage in; but it does say what employment 
we shall not engage in, such as forgery, 
burglary, and crimes of like character. And 
still a better day is coming. Our institu- 
tions, our ideals, our forms of worship, our 
educational systems, which have done so 
much for American civilization and citizen- 
ship, are but the promise of better things 
to come. They are but the rays of light shin- 
ing forth from the Son of Righteousness 
that shall some day ride forth in the splen- 
dor of His character, and the dignity of His 
divine nature. God has promised it, and 
God is not slack concerning His promises. 
God has not been remiss in the keeping of 
the great and wonderful sayings of His. He 
says that in the ages to come He would 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in 
His kindness toward us, through Jesus 
Christ, who is to be King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, for the kingdoms of this 
world are to be His. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


Private Life 
BODMAN 


and in mind, that He might meditate and 
pray, we err in trying to meet our lesser 
responsibilities by any other method. Well 
has it been said recently, “We can do noth- 
ing before we pray.” It is my personal 
opinion that there never was greater need 
than today for more systematic and pray- 
erful study of the Word, and quiet waiting 
upon God. 


Rev. John Timothy Stone, of Chicago, 
says: 


The turmoil and disorder we see all 
about us in our land and abroad; the nebu- 
lous matter that clouds our clear vision into 
the distances,—all suggest the need of faith 
and service which have theereceptivity, men- 
tality, and spirituality of photographic 
plate. The great distances of the heavens 
and the stars of smaller magnitude are re- 
produced through the evidence of photog- 
raphy in the present magnifying power, 
which has opened a new heavens by the ad- 
justments and appliances of the telescope. 
Thus today the Holy Spirit is showing us 
the distances and vastnesses and actualities 
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of faith, through the far and near approach- 
es of prayer, influenced and associated with 
the Word of God. The Bible writings are 
rich storehouses of nourishment for the spir- 
itual life and no private devotions are at 
their best unless much is made of the 
Scriptures. 


Now if the Word of God is related aright 
to the duties of each recurring day, and 
prayer is our passport into the Holy of 
Holies, we see at once the great and glo- 
rious privilege of private devotion; and it 
should be our aim that we allow nothing to 
interfere with those moments we spend 
alone with our God. 


“My God, is any hour so sweet 
From blush of morn to evening star, 
As that which calls me to Thy feet, 
The hour of prayer? 


“Blest is that tranquil hour of morn, 
And blest that solemn hour of eve, 
When on the wings of prayer upborne, 

The world I leave. 


“No words can tell what sweet relief 
There for my every want I find; 

What strength for warfare, balm for grief 
What peace of mind. 


“Lord, till I reach yon blissful shore, 

No privilege so dear will be 

As thus my inmost soul to pour 

In prayer to Thee.” 

Again I wish.to emphasize that the cul- 
tivation of the devotional spirit is essential 
in this complex life of ours. “The soul 
must have its quiet contacts with God.” 

There is special need, if we would hold 
our own against the world and make gains 
in Christlike qualities, of coming to a stop 
now and then, and, in the hush of the soul 
and the unobstructed presence of God, talk- 
ing things over with ourselves. There can 
be no doubt of the rare blessings which may 
come to one, or rather which surely will 
come to one, in the way of inward peace, 
of exalted and satisfying emotions, and of 
fresh insight and broadened views, through 
just opening the mind and heart to God, 
and lying still in His arms as a child falls 
back in its mother’s arms, and letting His 
peace calm the agitations of the mind and 
whisper His sweet secrets into the soul. 

I am_ sure that you will agree with me 
when I say that “We do our appointed work 
best when we do it with the fresh strength 
derived from intimate fellowship with the 
Father. We get closest to men when we get 
closest to Christ. The Son of God 
faced not only the sublimest but the 
most difficult undertaking which the 
world ever knew; but He took time to rest, 
to meditate, and to be alone with Him who 
sent Him.” In the strength of such a mo- 
ment of quiet devotion, He went forth to 
meet His enemies in the garden; and I 
raise the question, Did ever King, Queen, 
Emperor, or Czar go to his throne with 
greater dignity, more majesty or power, 
than was manifested by the Christ of Gali- 
lee when He went to His doom? 

The late Phillips Brooks said, “The more 
earnestly you are at work for Jesus, the 
more you need times when what you are 
doing for Him passes totally out of your 
mind, and the only thing worth thinking of 
seems to be what He is doing for you.” 

Fall River, Mass. 
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Scenes and Impressions in Porto Rico 
BY REV. J. O. ATKINSON, D. D. 


DIARY—PART IV 


UESDAY, September 20.—I retired at 
T nine o’clock last night and slept till 

six this a.m. The sea is better for 
sleeping than the land—for whenever in 
years have I slept even eight hours in one 
night before! Had my hour of meditation 
and devotion in bed, arising promptly at 
seven. And when those plaintive and be- 
witching chimes rang at seven-thirty, I was 
ready for all that was coming to me. Our 
waiter outdid himself at hospitality at 
breakfast. Evidently he, too, had had a 
glorious night. He insisted on serving our 
bacon and eggs “San Lorenzo style.” It 
was a sort of shirred fashion. The eggs 
were cooked without turning, and in the 
same dish in which they were served at table, 
the bacon being in the middle and surround- 
ed with eggs, yet simmering and frying with 
hot butter. Will try to find one of these 
dishes in a china store when I get back 
home and give it to my wife to cook eggs 
in for me. It is wonderful how liberal we 
men-folks are in buying presents for our 
wives—usually something she can use in the 
house for our comfort. Men are so very un- 
selfish! 

After drinking a pot of this hot Porto 
Rican coffee I feel at peace with all man- 
kind, and exceedingly comfortable. If I 
have an enemy on earth I would like to 
meet him now, and I would ask his pardon 
and crave his forgiveness for any harm I 
had ever done him in the world. 

We near the tropics and it is much warm- 
er this a. m. than heretofore. There are 
people on ship as well as on shore who crowd 
the fashions and push the styles; so some 
passengers appear now in their lightest 
summer suits and make the rest of us sit 
up and take notice. 


I figure that the income to this ship for 
the trip from New York to Porto Rico is 
not less than $15,000. There are 180 pas- 
sengers, including children. Estimate 175 
at $75.00 each—some pay much more and 
none that I know of that little—and you 
have $12,250. (My own passage is $90.00, 
including $5.00 war tax. Yes, they tax you 
for war purposes away out at sea.) It 
seems far too low an estimate to put the 
piles and heaps of United States mail, the 
wagon loads of express, and the tons and 
tons of freight, at $2,750. But they spent 
a million dollars this year repairing this 
boat, beautifying, strengthening, and adorn- 
ing it, they tell me. 

At eleven a. m., and again at about nine 
to nine-thirty p. m. each day, two boys in 
white uniform come out on deck, one with 
a rolling table carrying pitchers of beef tea 
and a cup for each passenger, the second 
boy carrying baskets of crackers and cook- 
ies—and each passenger is urged to eat and 
be sociable. Three straight meals a day 
have served me fairly well through the days 


of the years of my life so far, and I have a 
notion that three a day such as I am nego- 
tiating on this ship will keep me going till 
I get to land again. A friend said in my 
hearing once that he did not eat to live, 
but lived to eat, because he enjoyed the eat- 
ing better than the living. He had evident- 
ly been out on the sea where the eating 
is the principal event of the day. I am cer- 
tainly spending a lazy, restful day. To read 
or write or accomplish anything on board 
ship you have to assert yourself—and I am 
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Beautiful Old Age 


HE leaf is never so beautiful as 
when it is fading. No artist ever 
painted a picture so beautiful as the 
panorama of woodlands transfigured 
with the indescribable mingling of 
gold, crimson, and saffron, as if a flood 
of divine glory swept across them. 
What is more meautiful than the 
declining days of a Christian? His 
character is never so attractive as 
then. The light may fade and the 
shadows deepen, but there is increas- 
ing mellowness, sweetness, and seren- 
ity of spirit. “How blest the righteous, 
when he dies, when sinks a weary soul 
to rest.” Like the gorgeously tinted 
leaves of the forest are Christian 
deaths, over which the angels rejoice. 
Beautiful—“precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his saints.” 
True it is that “we all do fade as a 
leaf,” but in the fading leaf we have 
the pledge and promise of a coming 
spring. “And in the autumn touch 
and dismantling process of human 
life, there lies the promise of an im- 
morality beyond, which knows no sor- 
row and no decay. The autumn touch 
in the Christian life is bright with 
promise. The coming glory is over 
all. Its light and peace, even here 
and now, pervade the restful spirit, 
the prelude and the foretaste of that 
brighter day whose sun will know no 
setting. How cheering the revelation 
and the assurance of an “inheritance, 
incorruptible, undefiled and that fad- 
eth not away, reserved in Heaven for 
them who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation, 
ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
—The Methodist Protestant. 
——————————————————————————— 
not self-assertive today at all. The warm 
sun is indolent, the sea is almost sluggish, 
and our great old ship reminds me of an 
elephant on parade before the circus opens 
—just lolling along with supreme indiffer- 
ence and a superb unconcernedness. (I 
sometimes wish I could be as unconcerned 
about how the world wags as an elephant 
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is!) My will power seems to have oozed 
away from me and I sit here in the shade 
on this full-orbed sunshiny day—and just 
drowse, and doze, and dream—and do noth- 
ing! 

The San Lorenzo was built at Newport 
News, Va., in 1907, and rebuilt in the spring 
of 1921. Her hull is of steel, six thousand, 
six hundred and five gross tons of it. She 
has eighty-eight staterooms with 288 beds, 
and so is allowed to carry 288 passengers. 
In her crew of 138 men there must be twen- 
ty-four ilfeboat men, six firemen, six oilers, 
four wipers, three night watchmen, and 
eighty-one persons for service not connected 
with the navigation. There are in her en- 
gine rooms six boilers, and her engines de- 
velop 8,000 horse power. (Think of 6,000 
tons of steel, to say nothing of wood and 
ware, propelled by 8,000 horse power, and 
you will understand that the big waves and 
the beating billows have a monster to battle 
with worthy of their strength). She car- 
ries eleven metal lifeboats, 415 life pre- 
servers for adults, forty-two for children, 
and 1,600 feet of fire hose. She consumes 
400 barrels of oil a day, and thirty-one men 
are engaged in her engine room. Coal is 
only used for cooking. 

From two to three p. m. I took a siesta, 
and on awakening found it raining beauti- 
fully. As the drops hit the smooth sur- 
face of the sea they seemed to bounce back, 
then burst like shattered diamonds and 
mingle with the blue beneath. The sun is 
obscured by cloud rifts, a gentle, cooling 
breeze is blowing, and the sea is calm, rest- 
ful, and very blue. I recall that Horace, the 
Latin poet, speaks in his odes of “the dis- 
connecting sea.” But Horace lived before 
great ocean liners were built, or ever Co- 
lumbus discovered America. The seas do 
not disconnect; they really connect the is- 
lands and the continents and thé hemi- 
spheres all together. 

By permission I went up into the room 
of the First “Assistant Engineer. He was 
not smutty and sooty and smoked black; 
far from it. He was reclining in a cozy 
room, dressed in white, and reading a maga- 
zine. He talks interestingly of his engines 
and his men and his work—he works his 
head and other fellows less skilled handle 
the oil. He is on duty from four to eight 
a. m., and four to eight p. m. The rest of 
the time he has for study, play, and recrea- 
tion. He lives the life of a gentleman and 
likes the sea. The master of any situation 
usually likes his job. 

We had a glorious dinner at five-thirty. 
Martin and Minton were both in fine fettle, 
and we decided to eat a square meal—I won- 
der why we always call it a “square” meal, 
and never a round one? We were round 
when we finished. I could not keep up with 
them and confined myself solely to oysters 
on the half-shell, mock turtle soup, roast 
goose, buttered toast, Romaine salad, iced 
celery, iced tea, lemon ice cream, with a dish 
of fruit (apples and plums) to wind up 
with. 

They give a concert in the assembly hall 
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tonight. A fellow quotes poetry in Spanish, 
another sings in Spanish, and both put on 
all the airs and movements and fandangos 
of a Spanish grandee. The hall is full and 
applause follows each number. I take it 
for granted that the performance is fine— 
and slip away to bed at an early hour. 

WEDNESDAY, September 21.—After a 
rather poor night’s sleep I am up at seven 
feeling fine. But whoever sleeps real well 
two nights in succession? Not I. When 
one is sick one has a good day and a bad 
one; when one is well one has a good night 
and a bad one. One cannot be at one’s best 
all the time. And this is the most glorious 
day out, chiefly because we are to see land 
today. After reveling for two hours in a 
balmy sun, a sweet breeze, and a calm sea, 
I write letters from nine till eleven a. m. 

And then some one announced land in 
sight. Glasses are called into service and 
the barest smoky outlines can be discerned 
in the far distance. We are told that what 
we see are the tops of the mountains not 
on the shore, but far inland. As we draw 
nearer, under straining eyes we catch 
glimpses of the hills, then the towers of 
tall buildings, then tops of houses—and 
Morro Castle. Everybody is in a flurry— 
and quite happy, doing little nothings pre- 
paratory to leaving the ship at two p. m. 
At twelve-fifteen the wooing and enchant- 
ing chimes sound out their invitation to us 
for the last time. 

We take a hurried lunch and give our 
table waiter a “tip” of $1.50 each, the three 
of us; he pockets it but scantily thanks us, 
evidently expecting us to give him $3.00 to 
$5.00 each. You do not tip your waiter at 
sea till after the last meal with him—and 
then you are expected to give him all you 
have. 

The city of San Juan is closely guarded 
by Morro Castle—which is not a castle at 
all, but a great old Spanish fort 400 years 
old, built of brick, with walls four feet thick 
and then some. 

This proved like soft soap to our Ameri- 
can 16-inch guns, and when in 1898 our 
great fleet, from one of its big ships, sent 
a great ball crashing through it, the white 
flag went up—and the Castle, that had 
stood guard for four centuries, hauled down. 
her colors. It is now inhabited by a few 
American soldiers, and from its ugly ap- 
pearance, I presume by spooks, ghosts, and 
hobgoblins at night. 

Just before tying up at the pier at two 
p. m., a dozen boys swam out to meet us. 
What they want, however, is not us but ours. 
We throw pennies whirling into the water 
and they dive, duck-like, and never come 
up any more until they bring back the penny 
with them. Hundreds of people are on the 
pier, and a babel of voices. Among the 
number was Bro. D. P. Barrett to greet us 
and gladden us—and give us welcome. We 
go to the Palace Hotel, where the clerk un- 
derstands English, and register, and cable 
home, “Arrived well,” which two words, 
with the five words of the address and sig- 
nature, tax my pocketbook $2.80—but they 
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tell me that the words will flash back under 
the sea and across the States from New 
York to Elon College well before six p. m. 
—and it is nearly three now. After all, I 
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am not far from home—and feel very happy 
as I greet what is to me a new people and 
a strange city. 

Elon College, N. C. 


Tithing 


BY REV. E. C. HALL 


is a realization that we are not our own 
—that we belong to God, both by creation 
and redemption, having been “bought with 
a price.” All that we have belongs to God 
and all that we can hope for comes from 
Him. A faith that sees God so interested in 
us as to number the hairs of our head, can 
easily trust Him with worldly possessions. 
How easy ought it to be for us to return to 
God what He has entrusted to our handling, 
when we see Him as the real possessor of 
all things. And what joy ought one to find 
in that return when through it he can claim 
the promise of no good thing withheld. No 
one.can have the approval of conscience 
when he awakes to the fact that he is rob- 
bing God, and withholds that measure of in- 
crease that is so clearly stated as belonging 
to Him. Malachi says that it is robbery 
and that “ye are cursed with a curse.” God 
said to Israel, but bring in the whole tithe 
and let your increased prosperity be a proof 
of my faithfulness. 
Does tithing contribute to the spiritual 
life of a people? How can it be otherwise if 


| re essential to a really spiritual life 


God is true to His promise? That He is thus 
true is almost the universal testimony of 
those who have tried it. They always re- 
joice in the step they have taken. 

This taste of God’s faithfulness invariably 
leads to an increased activity along other 
lines. Why should it not? If giving to God 
along the line of the material, brings a re- 
turn in good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, can we think that 
it will be anything other than profitable to 
give Him of our time, our strength, and our 
thought? 

Has tithing been a success? No, not much 
of a success, taking the church as a whole, 
because as a whole the church has lacked the 
faith and the spirit of obedience that would 
put into practice God’s command and pre- 
cepts. But so far as the church is showing 
faith in putting God to the honest test, the 
tithe is doing much to relieve the financial 
burden and to convince the world that re- 
ligion is of heart-conviction in those who 
have accepted it; and it will increase the 
faith and spiritual power in this obedient 
few. This is my observation. 

Vienna, N. J. 


The Needed Savior 


BY WILLIAM C. .ALLEN 


OME of us know very little about the- 
\ ology or creeds. The larger mysteries 
of the creation are too deep for us. We 
but dimly understand -the beauty of the 
winning story of the Bible. Of one simple 
fact we are assured—we need a Savior. In 
the last analysis how little we have to de- 
pend upon within ourselves or in the world. 
We cast aside pride in our works, we ac- 
knowledge our sins, we bow at the foot of 
the cross and upon the humiliating tree find 
an invincible Deliverer. Antecedent to the 
pangs of Calvary were the pangs of the Na- 
tivity. It was of transcendent importance 
that the one should precede the other. It 
was desirable that He who was to be the 
Great Rescuer of all who would accept Him 
should take upon Himself the form of a 
man. So it came about that the Savior 
appeared, not with a mighty host, not with 
fanfare and palms of victory, but in 
swaddling clothes in a manger. O the gra- 
ciousness of God, in sending His Son as of 
the poorest of mankind, seeing that it was 
the poorest of mankind He was sent to help! 
Could a better plan have been devised? Can 
we measure the boundlessness of the eternal 
love that has provided such a simple meth- 
od for our redemption? 
Shall we listen to the cry of the Child 


of Bethlehem as He calls to repentance and 
the offices of love. 

Does not a suffering world need to re- 
discover Him today? Should not the radi- 
ancy shed nineteen hundred years ago upon 
the dark Judean hills become the glorious 
light of the present era? Then shall the 
sweet strain of the angels become our tri- 
umphant song: “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men!” 

San Jose, California. 


Oo 


“It is not the sort of charge to which a 
preacher is sent, but the sort of charge he 
leaves, that is the real index to his minis- 
terial standing and efficiency.” 

Oo 

The great blessings of mankind are with- 
in us, and within our reach, but we shut our 
eyes, and, like people in the dark, we fall 
foul upon the very thing we search for, 
without finding it—Seneca. 

o 

“Kind words are the oil that lubricates 
everyday intercourse. They cost little. A 
phrase of common comfort, ‘that by daily 
use hath almost lost its sense, will fall upon 
the saddened heart like choicest music.’ ” 


we 


“wre 
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At Prayer Time 


Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom can be no variation, neither 
shadow that is cast by turning—James 1: 
Py A 


oO 


America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee! 

And crown thy good with brotherhood, 
From sea to shining sea. 


oO 


Nations as well as individuals do well to 
have appointed times for thanksgiving to 
God. True national life is sustained by 
those springs which are fed by His Spirit. 
All lasting benefits come by way of His 
laws and His counsels which are of old. The 
elements that make for prosperity, charac- 
ter, or happiness of any organized people 
are gifts from above—from the ruling Prov- 
idence whose merciful provision is constant 
and eternal. 

The spirit of thanksgiving is clearly writ- 
ten in the precedents of our American life. 
The men and women who were really the 
fathers and mothers of our Republic re- 


‘sponded to the inward call to thank God for 


outward blessings. “After the first harvest 
of the New England colonists in 1621 Gov- 
ernor Bradford made provision for their re- 
joicing specially together with praise and 
prayer. In 1623 a day of thanksgiving and 


prayer in the midst of drought was changed . 


into thanksgiving by the coming of rain dur- 
ing prayer.” And during the days of the 
Revolution a day was annually set apart 
by Congress for the purpose of a national 
thanksgiving. 1 
This event with the Pilgrims was espe- 
cially significant since their daily lives were 
characterized by such a spirit; so much so 
that the early thanksgivings did not seem 
to be of any special religious significance. 
“The Pilgrims began every day with prayer 
and thanksgiving, and enjoyed their relig- 
ion on no particular day, but on all of them. 
They were religious in everything, 
whether in eating, or drinking, or working, 
in their pleasures as well as their duties 
and devotions.” 
oO 


There are many reasons for America’s 
present thanksgiving, and the following may 
represent in part the call for our national 
gratitude: 

A conference of the nations has been 
called to our Capital to seek ways for re- 
duction of the world’s armaments. 

On Armistice Day the nation responded 
to our President’s call to prayer: for two 
minutes, America bowed her head and lifted 
her heart in petition for lessened possibility 
of war and a surer peace. 

Thousands continue to pray for the cause 
of the world’s peace. Be the outcome of 
the conference what it may, the most of 
these will still pray on that Christian love 


and fellowship will spread into the hearts 
of men everywhere. 

The purpose of the gospel, the proposal 
of the gospel, the hope and prayer of Jesus 
as revealed in.the gospel, are justified and 
are adequate in the light of the present 
world’s desire. 

America is facing the greatest period of 
world influence in her history. God grant 
that she will not miss her opportunity. 

Christian America has responded to the 
call of the multitudes of homeless, suffer- 
ing, starving innocents. She has not sent 
enough to save them all; but she has saved 
thousands. . She has sent food, clothing, 
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These things shall be! a loftier race 
Than ere the world has known shall 
rise 
With flame of freedom in their souls, 
And Jight of knowledge in their eyes. 
They shall be gentle, brave, and strong 
To spill no drop of blood, but dare 
All that may plan man’s lordship firm 
On earth, and fire, and sea, and air. 
Nation with nation, land with land 
Unarmed shall live as comrades free 
In every heart and brain shall throb 
The pulse of one fraternity. 
Man shall love man with heart as pure 
And fervent as the young eyed throng 
Who chant their heavenly psalms be- 
fore 

God’s face with undiscordant song, 
New arts shall bloom of loftier mold, 
And mightier music thrill the skies, 
And every life shall be a song 
When all the earth is paradise. 

—J. A. Symonds. 


———— 


medicine; she has sent men and women on 
the errands of mercy. 
America’s spirit of serving continues. 


oO 


O common are sunshine and flowers, 
And common are raindrops and dew 
And the gay little footsteps of children 

And common the love that holds true. 


So, Lord, for our commonplace mercies 
That straight from Thy hand are be- 
stowed, 
We are feign to uplift our thanksgivings— 
Take, Lord, the long debt we have owed. 
—Margaret E. Sangster. 


oO 


Jenny Lind was once asked the secret 
of her unusual power as a singer. Her re- 
ply was, “I sing to God.” We interpret 
that she meant that she forgot the idea of 
merely pleasing her audiences. She looked 
into the face of her Father; it gave to her 
music an element of soul, to her native voice 
qualities there came the harmony and the 
melody of the spiritual. People who heard 
listened to an unusual voice plus an unusu- 
ally vibrant spirit. Thanksgiving has in it 
the act of looking unto God. It not only 
conveys our gratitude to Him, but it brings 
the influence of His Spirit into our lives 
and into our work. And as we as a nation 
lift to Him our praise and our petition, just 
so may our national life be clarified and in- 
spired by His will and counsel, 
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We wonder where the best spirit of 
thanks will be found in this season of our 
country’s life! Once ten lepers were healed; 
only one came back to thank the Master 
for His act of mercy. He fell on his face 
at the feet of Jesus in the expression of his 
gratitude. This thanksgiving came from 
the heart of a foreigner—a Samaritan, one 
of a group with whom the Jews had no deal- 
ing. There may be some unusually gracious 
expressions of joy from many submerged 
quarters in our American life! There is 
some chance still for the home, for children, 
for emergence from poverty, and for free- 
dom of conscience in this country. May 
these privileges be increased. 

o 

And David said, Blessed be Thou, O Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel our Father, for- 
ever and ever. Thine, O Jehovah, is the 
greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty; for all 
that is in the heavens and in the earth is 
Thine; Thine is the Kingdom, O Jehovah, 
and Thou art exalted as head above all. 
Both riches and honor come of Thee, and 
Thou rulest over all; and in Thy hand is 
power and might; and in Thy hand it is to 
make great, and to give strength unto all. 
Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, 
and praise Thy glorious name.—1 Chroni- 
cles 29: 10-13. 

o 


Fountain of life, and God of Love! 
How rich Thy bounties are! 

The rolling seasons, .as they move, 
Proclaim Thy constant care. 


With thankful hearts we trace Thy way 

Through all our smiling values; 
Thou, by whose love, nor night nor day, 

Seed time nor harvest, fails. 

—Anon. 
o 

O Lord, we thank Thee that after the 
custom of our fathers we may observe this 
day of thankfulmess. Thou hast been very 
good to us. The blessings of the year have 
been abundant. From scourge and pesti- 
lence, from storm and flood, from invasion 
and defeat, Thou hast protected us. With 
abundant harvests, growing cities, and in- 
creasing resources Thou hast enriched us. 
We would recognize Thy hand tn all our 
national experiences. Save us from boast- 
fulness and pride. And may our nation bear 
to other peoples of the earth a living testi- 
mony .to our love of justice, righteousness, — 
and peace throughout the world. We ask 
for Thy name’s sake. Amen.—The Daily 
Altar. ERNEST D. GILBERT. 


A Morning Resolve 
will this day try to live a simple, sincere, 
and serene life; repelling promptly every 
thought of discontent, anxiety, discourage- 
ment, impurity, and self-seeking; cultivating 
cheerfulness, magnanimity, charity, and the 
habit of holy silence; exercising economy in 
expenditure, carefulness in conversation, 
diligence in appointed service, fidelity to 
every trust, and a childlike trust in God.— 
—The Christian. 
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World Conquest 


A Home-coming 
BY SUSIE V. FRY 


a United States boat, Maki came to 

me one day and informed me that 
liquor was being sold, over a bar, and gam- 
bling going on in sight of the promenade 
deck. As soon as we reached Yokohama, I 
sent a letter to Dr. Wilbur Crafts, of the 
Reform Bureau, signed by four mission- 
aries en route for China, and Mr. Fry and 
myself. Yes, and by Professor Smith and 
his wife, two very able teachers that Uncle 
Sam was sending out to the Philippines. 
Also, a missionary couple who have been 
twenty-six years in China said they would 
write such a plea to their Senator and Con- 
gressman. Also, another missionary couple, 
of Korea, promised to send such a paper 
through their mission board. 

You see, friends on both sides of the 
ocean were praying that I might have a 
pacific voyage. And on the one when I 
went, I ate every meal in the dining room, 
did all my writing, and finished knitting 
Maki’s stockings—so I had time to put in a 
little energy on my own beloved lad. 


We landed at noon, and reached the city 
with the name that you good friends can- 
not pronounce, on the evening of September 
29. After the service Sunday morning, the 
church gave us a formal reception, and wel- 
comed us back as “Father and Mother.” 
Maki’s school had its forty-first anniversary 
celebration a few days later, and he was in- 
vited to speak of his American tour, and 
did so to 2,000 fellow-pupils—for which he 
was praised by the principal. You see he 
learned oratory from some of those Ameri- 
can pastors who made him such a bosom 
friend, especially the one of Laconia, New 
Hampshire. Maki was allowed to re-enter 
his fifth year class. 


Although we have scarcely been able to 
see the sun since we came, and everybody 
says the incessant rain of the last six weeks 
breaks all records, we received a warm wel- 
come.’ We found everything in good order 
at our home, the kindergarten, and the girls’ 
school. Both took up work at once. 


When I left Japan, the girl’s school_num- 
bered thirty-three. Three of those dropped 
out, but five new ones entered. One of them 
is sent and supported by Miss Stacy. Mr. 
Fry’s Oregon niece was so surprised to hear 
that forty dollars a year would support a 
girl that she at once handed me that amount 
and promised to continue the favor. We 
now have fifteen day pupils who pay all of 
their own bills, and seven others who do 
the same. Most of the others pay half or 
more. 

I left three teachers in the school, Miss 
Toshio Sato, Mrs. Awano, and Mrs. Takita. 
In July, Mrs. Awano finished her obligation 
period and went to live with her husband 
and mother-in-law. Miss Fumi Sato was 


W itn we were on the Silver State, 


to have been here by the beginning of the 
fall term, but did not get here; so the two 
teachers were running the entire school, 
teaching in two rooms at once, or two classes 
in one room. The older girls met and had 
their recitations without a teacher. I had 
laid out the Bible work for the third and 
fourth year classes and told them to take 
turns in occupying the teacher’s chair. They 
had all done the work nicely, and the fourth 
year ones had even taken the examination, 
writing papers as I had had them do the 
previous term. 

I told the fourth year class that Merom 
College wanted to keep Miss Ohara, and 
that I had promised the college that perhaps 
our next graduating class would have some 
one who would like an American education. 
I told them I could not make any promises, 
but in case an invitation should come, asked 
if any wished to go. Three hands went 
up—one being that of Miss Abe, the head 
of the class, and in every respect a remark- 
able girl. Mrs. Zaiders knows her. I am 
going to send Mrs. Zaiders her examination 
paper on the Old Testament. Unreadable? 
Yes, but the neatness can be understood. 

The second hand was that of Miss Ohara’s 
sister. The next was the daughter of a To- 
kyo teacher. The next morning, Miss Saku- 
rai,daughter of one of our most able pastors, 
came and said she too would like to go. 
Four out of seven. <A big proportion. 

That faithful servant I have had for the 
last eighteen years took good care of the 
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premises—including Maki’s dog Rover— 
canned the gooseberries, blackberries, and 
rhubarb, made the currant jelly, and dis- 
tributed the flowers to the W. C. T. U. to 
take to the sick in a hospital—and did it 
all for half of the usual pay. 


The W. C. T. U. women are just finish- 
ing the selling of 3,000 Japanese towels, 
with the autograph, printed, of that remark- 
able woman of eighty-nine years, Mrs. Ya- 
jima, who has gone to the Washington Con- 
ference. 


A few nights before we left for America 
a young woman appeared at the door just 
as I was going to bed. She wanted to be 
taught religion. I gave her a New Testa- 
ment and Mr. Kanamori’s famous book on 
“Faith,” and talked until I was tired. She 
insisted on coming the next night. It was 
such an unusual case for a nice looking, 
nicely dressed Japanese woman to appear 
at such a time of night that I was afraid 
she might be wrong mentally, so the next 
night I kept Maki up and let him sleep on 
my knee while I talked to her. She said 
she was a widow, living in her husband’s 
family, and could not have leisure in the 
daytime. Said she was going to Tokyo 
in-a few days. I never expected to see her 
again. When I returned I found she had 
come back to this city and was a regular 
attendant at church. She greeted me most 
warmly. I felt ashamed that I had not 
prayed for her while in America. She had 
studied the Book and book I gave her, and 
found her Savior. Rev. Mr. Kimura bap- 
tized her last Sunday. 


Utsunomiya, Japan. 


Woman’s Work 


{Please send items for this department to either Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia 


Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio.] 


Echoes From Huntington 


OUR Woman’s Boards were well repre- 
sented. Seven presidents of conference 
woman’s boards were present. Eleven con- 
ferences were represented. Our work was 
given a place on the program. The woman’s 
room was attractive to our workers, because 
of literature and beautiful posters for each 
month of the year. We were glad to meet 
old friends, to make new ones, and to talk 
over our problems. There is undoubtedly 
increased interest in our Woman’s Work. 
It was truly a great meeting. 


Thank Offerings 

YES, a number have been held. Who will 

be the first to report to this department? 
If you are a little late getting supplies, do 
not let that discourage you, but hold the 
meeting as soon as possible. 

What shall we render to our heavenly 
Father for all His benefits? 

Order supplies, fifteen cents, of Mrs. 


Emma S. Powers, Room 25, C. P. A. Bldg., 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Our Cradle Roll 


WE hear a lot these days about the giving 
of “self’” to the forwarding of the King- 
dom. I’m wondering if we stop long enough 
to think of the real meaning of the giving of 
self. Yes, it may mean the man or woman 
or boy or girl who feels the call to go to the 
foreign field or to do some definite home 
work. Then it may mean the minister who 
is called to give himself. But did it ever 
occur to you that it might mean you? 

I heard a woman say, “Why, the giving 
of self couldn’t possibly mean me, for I give 
of my money and I’m sure I am not called 
on for anything else. Let some one give 
self who really feels the call.” Then she 
said, too, “I am so busy at.home with my 
work—washing and ironing and sewing that 
I can’t find time to go to Ladies’ Aid and 
missionary society and all those other 
things. It takes too much time to do all 
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the calling they want you to do and I feel 
that if I give my money I have all I can do 
and I must keep my house in order.” 

But listen, maybe that “self” means just 
you, but you haven’t let God speak to you 
about it. He doesn’t want money alone. 
He wants some of your time. It wouldn’t 
take long to run in to your neighbor’s house 
and ask her for her baby’s name for the 
missionary cradle roll, and talk about the 
things of the real life. Who knows the in- 
fluence perhaps of the baby’s life to the 
Kingdom of God or of the joy you gave the 
mother in those few hours you took to call 
instead of thinking of your windows to be 
washed that really didn’t need it or a room 
to be swept that wasn’t even dusty. 

Can’t He count on you for a part of your 
real self instead of just your money? 

NoMA CULVER JOHNSON. 


E have been busy with our mission 

school the past week. We had one dele- 
gate from Danville, three from Hope, and 
two from Bethel. The school was put on 
by the Federation of Churches, of Urbana, 
and while the attendance was not as good 
as we had hoped for, we are sure much good 
was accomplished. The program was ex- 
ceptionally good. 

Mrs. C. W. JOHNSON. 
Urbana, Illinois. 


E regret that by some mistake part of 
the program of the woman’s board of 
the Southern Ohio Conference was omitted 
from the column of the Woman’s Depart- 


ment of November 17. Following the mono- — 


logue by Miss Flora Jennings, Mrs. Athella 
Howsare, President of the Woman’s Board 
for Home Missions, introduced the new study 
book, then gave an inspiring address, after 
which Rev. W. V. Miller took the offering, 
amounting, in cash and pledges, to $500. 


WE are glad our Central Illinois societies 
had the opportunity of their mission 
school. 


The federated missionary societies of Day- 
ton have had just such a school for years 
and all have found it very beneficial. 


These schools usually last one week and 
both study books are taught, and sometimes 
a method hour is held. 


oO 


The Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Christian Conference and Missions 


HE program of the recent session of con- 

ference was built around the five points 
of the Forward Movement, the session for 
Tuesday evening, September 27, being en- 
tirely missionary. It had been expected that 
Mr. Minton would be with us, but when he 
went to Porto Rico, Dr. Denison, as Secre- 
tary of the Mission Board, took his place. 
We are not yet acquainted with Mr. Minton, 
while Dr. Denison has become to us a real 
friend and co-worker—probably that was 
the reason, in part, why no one expressed 
any disappointment in the change of pro- 
gram. Dr. Denison took us to Porto Rico, 
to Japan, and told us the details of the 
plan for China. The other speaker of the 
evening was Mrs. Howsare, a stranger to 
most of us. If we almost forgot to listen 
to what she said, because we were so much 
absorbed in realizing the charm of the 
woman herself, is it any fault of ours? It 
has been a long time since any representa- 
tives from the Woman’s Boards have visited 
our conference. We regretted that we could 
not arrange for her to meet the women sep- 
arately to talk over some of the problems 
of our local and conference missionary so- 
cieties. 

Mrs. BessiE M. ALDEN. 


The Forward Movement of the Christian Church 


REV. WARREN H. DENISON, Superintendent. 

REV. W. J. HALL, Field Secretary. 

REV. SIMON BENNETT, Field Worker, 
Headquarters, 27 C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Department of Devotion—Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, Fall River, Mass. 


Department of Evangelism—Rev. R. ( 


Helfenstein, D. D., Dover, Delaware. 


Department of Religious Education—Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Erie, Pa. 
Department of Life Recruits—Rev. W. J. Hall, Dayton, Ohio. 
Department of Home Missions—Rev. O. S. Thomas, D. D., Dayton, Ohio. 


Department of Foreign Missions—Re\ 


Wilson P. Minton, Dayton, Ohio. 


Department of Stewardship—Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., Elon College, N. C. 
Department of Tithing—Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., Lima, Ohio. 


HE Central Christian Convention, com- 

posed of the conferences of the six States 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Mich- 
igan, and Kentucky, met and organized at 
Huntington, Indiana, November 8-10. It was 
a great convention in every way, attendance, 
spirit, program, speakers. Over 500 attended. 
It was a real Forward Movement program 
with Devotion, Evangelism, Religious Edu- 
cation, Missions, Benevolence, Life Recruits, 
Group System, all being thoroughly present- 
ed. A Forward Movement room contained 
literature and charts, and in it conferences 
were held with workers. Forward Move- 
ment charts were in evidence throughout the 
auditorium. Hundreds of workers go back 


to their fields with a new spirit'of optimism 
to build up our Christian Church and help 
make it a larger factor in the work of the 
Kingdom. 
oO 

HE secretary of the Department of De 

votional Life has issued the follow- 
ing leaflet and it is now available 
from headquarters office to all Devotional 
committeemen in the churches for the ask- 
ing. Read it carefully and see if it will be 
of servicé to your Devotional committeeman 
and group leaders. The Forward Movement 
committee of New England is putting on a 
strong devotional program throughout the 
New England Convention churches and Rev. 
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P. W. Caswell, Devotional committeeman, 
has ordered one thousand copies. 


Reasons Why I Should be Loyal to the 
Worship and Service of the Church 


1. I need to realize more deeply that God 
is my heavenly Father and that I owe to Him 
my life; I need His strength in my weakness, 
His forgiveness for my error or sin, His 
guidance in my plans, His counsel in my 
problems, and His companionship in.my work. 

2. My life needs the touch of the eternal 
and the refreshing of the spiritual. Mere 
material contacts deaden my inward life. I 
need to know that there is something more 
than food, pleasure, bonds, business, or real 
estate, 

3. I want to keep alive and growing, my 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, my de- 
sire for and appreciation of truth and justice, 
and my sympathy and my regard for the 
lives of others. 

4. I want to know more of the teaching 
of the prophets and of the message*and of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and to learn ways 
in which these may apply to my life and to 
the life of the world. 

5. I want the influence of my life to be 
just as helpful as it can possibly be. There- 
fore I want to know where and how I can 
serve best, and I want to know what Chris- 
tian men and women are seeking under God 
to achieve. “TI shall pass this way but once.” 

6. I need the fine fellowships that I find 
and experience when with worshipers in the 
temple. The faith of others and their wor- 
ship is helpful and encouraging. It enlarges 
my heart to be made one with others, be they 
strong or weak, rich or poor. 

7. I want my children and my friends to 
come in touch with and to grow into the 
spiritual enrichments of God, right, and the 
Spirit of Christ. I want them—and I want— 
to acquire the grace of meditation, reverence, 
prayer, praise, that public worship seeks to 
cultivate. 

8. I believe in the Christian gospel—in 
the values it stresses, in the faith it inspires, 
in the hope it imparts, in the ideals and 
motives it implants, in the character it 
creates—and I want to do my share in per- 
petuating and extending its influence. 

9. I want the forces of right to become 
stronger that the world may grow better. 
I want to encourage others in time of their 
need, trial, anxiety, that life may be made 
happier. 

10. I know where I will seek for friends 
and for consolation when I am in the ex- 
treme emergencies and sorrows of life. I 
should be consistent in my thought of these 
influences when life is pleasant and uninter- 
rupted. 

The church, its worship, its service, more 
nearly make these possible than anything of 
which I know. 


ERNEST D. GILBERT, Secretary, 
Department of Devotional Life. 
Fall River, Mass. 


Miami Ohio Conference Items 


E have just received a copy of the 1921 

minutes of the Miami Ohio Conference. 
It is gotten out in fine shape. We quote 
references to the Forward Movement: 


The president, Rev. W. J. Young, in his 
address, said, 


Early last March, under the direction of 
the Forward Movement officials and by the 
arrangement of our conference Forward 
Movement committee, a Forward Movement 
Educational Campaign was conducted in 
groups of churches covering the entire con- 
ference field. The disappointing feature was 
the small attendance upon the part of repre- 
sentatives from the several churches. The 
ministers, with but a very few exceptions, 
were faithful and much interested. As an 
anticipated result of this campaign a goodly 
number of our churches have put on the full 
five-point program. Others had done so be- 
fore. And in every instance, so far as it has 
come to my knowledge, it has meant increas- 
ed interest and growth to the churches adopt- 
ing the program. To be sure it has been 
found that not in every church has every de- 
partment functioned. But we should not be 
discouraged nor dismayed if the greatest re- 
sults are not obtained at first. It usually 
takes some time to educate and lead a cpn- 
gregation into new plans and new ways of 
doing things, and it is the continuity of effort 
—the keeping everlastingly at it—that will 
bring results. The plan is safe, sane, and 
ideal, and it is earnestly hoped that ere an- 
other year shall have passed, every church in 
the eonference will be fully organized, ob- 
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taining most gratifying results because a 
workable program has been adopted. 


The secretary of education, Rev. O. P. 
Furnas, said in his report, 

All our educational institutions have been 
operating at a loss the last year. In order 
to maintain their standing as accredited col- 
leges in their respective States these de- 
linquencies could not be avoided. But our 
schools are not alone in having to face such 
an emergency. . . Our educational leaders 
are meeting this crisis with full courage and 
a determined resolution. Sixteen thousand 
dollars have been distributed among our 
schools the past year, the most of which has 
come from the Forward Movement. 


The secretary of Christian Endeavor, Rev. 
J. S. Kegg, reported, 


I commend to every pastor the organization 
of a class of his teen age Endeavorers and 
teaching them some course in Christian faith. 
This is exactly the recommendation of our 
Forward Movement and, after trying it with 
my own young people, I am thoroughly con- 
vinced that it is one of the most practical 
things ever recommended. 


The secretary of publications, Rev. A. W. 
Hook, reported, 

And then, if we wish to keep step with the 
greatest movement of the present time (to 
our people) we must have the valuable mat- 
ter from week to week which comes from the 
headquarters of the “Forward Movement of 
the Christian Church.” Then again, to those 
of us who believe that it pays to “take time 
to be holy” the “At Prayer Time” page, edit- 
ed for so long by our beloved and sainted 
brother, Rev. Milo T. Morrill, and now by his 
worthy successor. Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, is 
greatly appreciated. 

The committee on rural work recommend- 
ed, “That each church appoint the Forward 
Movement group committees and try ear- 
nestly to work the plan.” 

We are expecting great things in this con- 
ference with its splendid Forward Move- 
ment committee, Messrs. Winters, Westen- 


berger, Walters, Finfrock, and Miller. 
o 


BELOW is our report of the Department 

of Devotion, Rev. E. D. Gilbert, secretary, 
to the Joint Boards. It is due here to say 
that we give hearty thanks for the splendid 
loyalty, co-operation, promptness, and effi- 
ciency of all the department Forward Move- 
ment secretaries. They have given much 
time and thought to the work without finan- 
cial compensation; only actual expenses and 
some clerical assistance have been met by 
the Forward Movement. Their service has 
been very commendable and its results are 
being felt in every section and department 
of our church life. The splendid success of 
our Forward Movement is in a large meas- 
ure due to its department secretaries. 


Department of Devotion 

ECRETARY GILBERT has been steadily 

pressing the matter of securing signed 
prayen covenants and securing the appoint- 
ment of devotional leaders in the confer- 
ences and in the churches. He has sent 
direct communications to every person sign- 
ing a prayer covenant. When the covenant 
is received, he explains to them that he will 
deal with their special work through the 
conference and local church devotional lead- 
ers. He has carried on large correspond- 
ence with the local church and conference 
devotional leaders. A pamphlet was issued 
by this department and is the basis of a 
suggested program. In addition to these, a 
large quantity of devotional literature, se- 
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cured or prepared by the Interchurch World 
Movement, has been going out to these lead- 
ers. Last December a devotional issue of 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty was issued 
and another devotional issue appeared in 
October. 

Since the illness and death of Dr. Morrill, 
the department secretary has been invited 
by The Herald editor to conduct the “At 
Prayer Time” page in The Herald. He has 
done this work and we believe it has been 
very acceptable and he wishes to express his 
deep appreciation to the editor and others 
for the encouraging and helpful interest 
that they have shown. The secretary will 
continue to deepen the devotional life of our 
whole church through the conference and 
church devotional committees, through cor- 
respondence, bearing devotional messages to 
general gatherings and meetings of our peo- 
ple, through devotional articles in our church 
literature. Steadily and continuously the 
work of the department will be carried on, 
seeking to permeate the whole life of our 
people with a devotional atmosphere. 


oO 


EV. RUFUS EMMERT, Middletown, In- 

diana, says, 

My church work is very encouraging. A 
new interest is being manifested in every 
phase of church work. Especially are the 
people taking interest in the Forward Move- 
ment. One church asked me to explain it in 
detail. I did so. They expressed a willing- 
ness to co-operate in putting on the full pro- 
gram. 

2 

IELD men, Revs. W. J. Hall and Simon 

Bennett, are at Olive Chapel, Marietta, 
and Fiatt churches in Western Illinois Con- 
ference holding educational rallies and co- 
operating with the conference Forward 
Movement committee November 20-22. Rev. 
Simon Bennett assisted in the evangelistic 
campaign under the direction of the Home 
Mission Board in the Southern Ohio Confer- 


ence November 16-18. Superintendent Den- 
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ison assists in the same campaign November 
24-27. 
o 

LANS are being made by the field men of 

the Movement in conjunction with the 
conference Forward Movement committees to 
hold educational and organization rallies 
throughout the Illinois churches in Novem- 
ber and December. The Forward Move- 
ment stands to help the churches in every 
possible way. We hope every church and 
pastor will co-operate with their conference 
Forward Movement committees to make the 
rallies of largest value possible to every 
member. . 


Please Fill Out and Return at Once 
HAVE you signed a Forward Movement 

Prayer Covenant? ............-cc-c--ccseccssescssevesees 
Are you a tither and have you enrolled in 
our Titheed LaGguet? «.-<cn.cckn renin 


Does your church have one of our Tithers’ 


Has your church named its Forward Move- 
ment committee and forwarded list to our 


OE he ec ii scceccdii peek Rsccceensateens 
Has your conference appointed its Forward 


Movement committee? ...............-2....c-2ececceeeeeee 


Have your Forward Movement committee 
and pastor grouped the families of your con- 


GI TERT occiictcdneiencnie sm 
Has your pastor preached any stewardship 
NS ROIS sss cniccciscrrmniccornrncndticneinstn tenes 


Has you committee sent for literature helps 


Do you take The Herald of Gospel Liberty? 
It is vital for your information as to the 


work of the Movement. ......................-.c0....ceeee 


The American Christian Convention 


REV. F. G. COFFIN, D.-D., President, Albany, Mo. 


REV. J. F. BURNETT 


. D. D.. Seeretary, Dayton, Ohio 


Office of Secretary: Room 45, C. P. A, Building, Dayton, Ohio 


N response to the resolution endorsing the 
Conference on the Limitation of Arma- 
ment, adopted by the several Boards of the 
Christian Church, in joint session, Dayton, 
Ohio, October, 1921, I have the following: 


Department of State, 
Washington, 
November 7, 1921. 
The Secretary of State acknowledges with thanks 
the receipt of your communication indicating your 
cordial interest in the approaching Conference on 
the Limitation of Armament. 
Reverend J. F. Burnett, 
Secretary American Christian Convention, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Don’t forget the Convention 
offering Sunday, December 
eleven. 


BY the time you are reading this issue of 

The Herald of Gospel Liberty, the Con- 
vention Call for the annual offering from 
the churches will have been mailed, and 
probably received by the pastors and church 
clerks. The literature is the best the Con- 


vention Secretary can prepare, and it is 
sent out with a firm belief that pastors and 
church clerks will see that it is widely dis- 
tributed. Pastors that do not care to take 
the time to speak of the offering from the 
pulpit will find the literature a valuable 
substitute, and the people can read it at 
home and in the quiet of their own rooms, 
alone with God, make up their minds as to 
their duty and ability. 


The time is Sunday, 
December eleven. 


But few, if any, will have any trouble in 
determining their duty. The more difficult 
task is to determine their ability, and a 
still more difficult one is to reach a willing- 
ness to do their duty according to their 
ability. If all our folks should only just 
one time contribute to The American Chris- 
tian Convention according to their ability, 
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there would be so much money that there 
would not be room to contain it. 
This will be the last 
reminder of the offering 
in this department for 
this year. December eleven. 

Pastors will please remember the date, 
Sunday, December 11. The success, or fail- 
ure, of the offering rests with the pastors. 
They should make plain to their people the 
need of the work and its worthiness of sup- 
port. If for any reason the offering cannot 
be taken on the day named, it- should be 
taken on the nearest Sunday thereto, and 
made a trifle larger for the delay. 


What is there to prevent a 
pastor from giving the people 
an opportunity to contribute 
to the church 
December eleven, 
Do the thing that is near at hand, and do 
it well. Put your whole life into the doing 
of it, no matter how insignificant the thing 
itself may be. Tomorrow’s anxieties and 
tasks will be all the more irksome if you 
shirk the duties of today. Your lot is hard, 
so is your neighbor’s. Your pockets are 
sometimes: empty, so is the man’s who sits 
beside you. Work today, tomorrow you may 
truly rest. After labor comes reward; after 
faith comes sight; after hope comes frui- 
tion; after tumult comes peace; after death 
comes life. 


Preachers who do not take the 
Convention offering on Sunday, 
December eleven, will feel bad 
about the day following. 


they love? 


The growler and the grumbler sit side 
by side in idleness, and together they jour- 


ney over the thorny way they have made’ 


for their own feet. They know not that 
grumbling never wins anything. People are 
never really deceived by the motive of the 
growler, whether he stand in pulpit, or sit 
in pew. All his imagined unselfishness is 
the merest pretense, and others know it as 
well as he. 


On Sunday, December eleven, 
the growler will “throw in” a 
penny, and the grumbler will 
wonder why he didn’t ask for 
change. 

There never was a great preacher who 
was not in a sort of frenzy to tell his ex- 
perience of God. The cry of every great 
soul is: “If we be beside ourselves it is un- 
to God.” Every great painter, great teach- 
er, great sculptor, great musician, is intoxi- 
cated with a vision of the infinite. Mechan- 
ical contrivances have never yet swept men 
into the Kingdom. It takes a zeal like that 
which moved Peter on the Day of Pente- 
cost. 

It may not be too much te say that 
our truly great preachers will take 


the Convention offering Sunday, 
December eleven, 


We are misusing the word conservative. 
There is a difference between the conserva- 
tive mind and the narrow mind, as there is 
a difference between the broad mind and 
the radical mind. Some of the narrowest 
people in the world are radical, while some 
of the broadest are conservative. The con- 
servatism clings to all that is pure and 
right and helpful in the past, hesitates to 


exchange the old for the new, though as- 
sured that the new is better. True progress 
teaches us to hold to the truth of the past, 
to reject the false, and seek the true— 


“To seize upon the truth wherever found 
On Christian or on heathen ground.” 
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And now, dear brother, the offering is 
up to you. I have done what I could, and 
as well as I could. It is now for the pas- 
tors and people to say whether or not the 
Convention offering shall be representative, 
or misrepresentative. 


SHIPWRECK 
or 
Paul in Melita and Rome 


THB SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 4, 1921 
Acts 28:1-31 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Secretary of Sunday-schools 


Golden Text—I am ready to preach the 
gospel to you also that are in Rome, for I 
am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.—Rom. 1: 15, 16. 


Pewee ee owe ee oo eo we we meme erent 


HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, November 28—Paul in Melita 
and in Rome. Acts 28: 1-16. 
Tuesday, November 29—Paul’s Ministry 
in Rome. Acts 28: 17-31. 
Wednesday, November 30—Paul’s In- 
terest in the Romans, Rom. 1: 8-17. 


Thursday, December 1—A Message to 
Nineveh. Jonah 3: 1-10. 
Friday, December 2—“Good Tidings.” 
Isa. 52: 1-10. 
Saturday, December 3—The Angel Mes- 
senger. Luke 2: 8-15. 
Sunday, December 4—Jehovah Our 
Rescuer. Ps. 124: 1-8. 


bow we eee oe ew meme emo ed 
“] am ready!” 
“I am not ashamed!” 
MAN can’t get ready in a minute for a 
crisis. Abraham Lincoln said when a 
lad: “I will study and get ready and some 
day my chance may come.” And come it 
did, and when that chance came all the pre- 
paredness of his life was called upon to 
meet the emergency. 

Paul, the shipwrecked prisoner amid 
heathen surroundings and despised of his 
fellows, faced his chance and he was ready. 
Had he waited for the time to come before 
he got ready he would have failed miserably 
and have been put to shame. 

A motto is before me which reads as fol- 
lows: ; 

“Be afraid to live 

And ashamed to die 

Until you have done ‘ 
Something for the world.” 

Paul was ready. He was unashamed. 

In this crisis as he faced the goal of his 
thoughts (Rome, and to preach the gospel 
there) all the background of his prepara- 
tion came into play. He needed every ounce 
of physical strength in his crucial hour of 
danger and exposure. He needed the 
trained mind and the heart which trusted 
God to win the day. Every element was 
needed -here or he would have failed and 
the cause of Christ would have been dis- 
credited or another story would have been 
written—rather the story would not have 
been worth writing. But we have the great 


story as it is because a man got ready 
through the years to face anything for God 
and he did it when his chance came. 


“God and I” 


God and man—prayer and pains—can do 
anything. 

There is a line which runs something like 
this: “Pray as if there were no one but 
God.” 

And another line: “Work as if there were 
no. one but you.” 


God has not promised to do our work for 
us and let us lie down. But He has prom- 
ised to be with us and help us if we do our 
best and depend on Him. The end of man’s 
string is the beginning of God’s rope. That’s 
the way the great suspension bridge was 
put over Niagara—first a kite string, then 
a cord, and then a rope, and then a cable, 
and finally the bridge was built. 


But some folks are ashamed to use the 
little they have and so do not draw on the 
resources of God. If you have a “bit of 
string” or a “crooked stick” as Moses had 
at the backside of the desert, just pull it 
when God says pull, and wave it when God 
says wave, and Egypt and sin and every 
evil thing must go before “God and you.” 
One and God Almighty is victory. 

“He tells me what I ought to do, 
He tells me what to try 


And so we work together, 
My Lord and I.” 


“When we were escaped.” V. I. 


This was written by an eye-witness and 
a fellow-passenger on the ill-fated ship and 
Luke recalls the narrow escape with vivid- 
ness. 

Paul had a message from God that they 
were to be saved. And “when they were 
escaped” came as naturally as the fulfill- 


_ment of any of the promises of God. 


We are mighty slow in giving God the 
credit for anything that we think we can 
explain otherwise. The little boy who 
prayed for a certain thing and it came so 
quickly that he continued his prayer in 
saying, “Never mind God, for somebody 
else brought it,”—that boy has a lot of 
prayer relations of a bigger size and sort. 

We pray God for some unusual far-off 
thing and possibly say in effect: “Never 
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mind my breakfast; I’ll have my wife get 
that.” 

Lord, give us day by day our daily bread 
and help us to be thankful for every com- 
mon and uncommon mercy from Thine hand. 


“Barbarians showed us no uncommon kind- 
ness.” V. 2. 


The ‘barbarians often put the Christians 
to shame. 

It was neither the priest nor the Levite 
who helped the man who fell among thieves, 
but it was the despised Samaritan. 

They say that “Big Tim” gained his polit- 
ical standing and strength with the people 
of lower New York by his charity and his 
help in times of sickness. They say that 
the brewers and the saloon keepers gave 
largely to the war funds. “Well,” says 
somebody, “they had a reason back of their 
giving.” Well, haven’t we a reason, too, 
and a bigger one? Or do we have to wait 
for pay before we are generous? 

Just being kind is one of the fundamen- 
tals and let us not have the “barbarians” 
outstrip us in it. 

“They changed their minds and said that he 

was a god.” V. 6. 


First they said that he must be a mur- 
derer and justice was on his track. Then 
they said he must be a god. 

Just go ahead and do right and the mul- 
titude which now derides you will come and 
acclaim the cause they once despised. And 
if they don’t, still the right will win. Kip- 
ling writes of the man who did the right 
in the fear of God when the wrong was at- 
tractive to others and when it was a great 
sacrifice to oppose the popular side. But 
he tells of another day when the man who 
ever stood for the right and when “The 
word of his little finger weighed more than 
the whole weight of their opinions.” 

There is only one sure way and that is 
the right way. 

There is only one sure work and that is 
the truth. 


An old “aunty” once claimed that the 
reason of her great age was because she 
always had told the truth and “didn’t have 
no worry about the kind of a story I told 
yesterday, so that I might square what I 
told today with it.” It does save a lot of 


Thy Will Be Done. 
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worry, to tell the truth and not have to 
think up more stories to bolster up yester- 
day’s lies. 

“And He shall bring forth thy righteous- 
ness as the light and thy judgments as the 
noonday.” 


“Where we found brethren.” V. 14. 


If you are a brother you will find breth- 
ren everywhere. I can just shut my eyes 
and see them. Up in the Christian Church 
in Albion, Maine. Down in that little chapel 
in Sea Breeze, Florida. Over at Winona 
Lake in the Eel River Christian Cnference. 


Pt en nee ee eee ny 
“JERSEY” 
“DIXIE” 
“CANNUCK” 
“HOOSIER” 
“YANKEE” 

Sunday-school workers from Canada 
to Georgia and from Maine to Iowa 
will find some good things about them 
and for them in the next Teachers 
and Officers Journal, out January 1, 
1922. 

Order it for your teachers and offi- 
cers when you order your “quarter- 
lies” of the C. P. A. 

Hermon Eldredge, Editor, 
Teachers and Officers Journal. 


a 


bocce 





At Chautauqua in that crowd, how unex- 
pectedly I met them. In that little moun- 
tain town in Pennsylvania, and a thousand 
everywheres I find them, or they find me, 
and my heart is cheered for I know that 
wherever I may go that God has some folks 
there and if they are sons of His, they are 
brothers of mine. 


God bless them all, wherever they may be 
—in city or town or countryside. “One is 
our Master even Christ and all we are 
brethren.” 


“These are my Father's folks 
Whate’er their name or sign. 
How their peculiar look and tone 
Doth cheer this heart of mine. 

The lovelight in their eyes, 
The handclasp quick and strong, 
The feeling we have met before 
And known each other long— 
These are my Father’s folks.” 


Erie, Pa. 


VI. With My Plans 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 4, 1921 


Matt. 6: 7-15. 


(Consecration Meeting) 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor 


Program Pointers 


Why not have this meeting an anonymous meeting? 
Ask the members one week in advance to write out 
a personal testimony, telling how they may have 
been guided in some of the plans of their lives; or 
if they have nothing of this character to tell, then 
just a testimony for Christ along any line. These 
will be handed in unsigned to the leader, who will 
read them. 


For response to the roll call, ask for verses con- 


taining the word “‘guidance” or the thought of guid- 
ance, 

Have the society artist draw a compass on the 

and print underneath it the motto, “I 

mine eye.” Another good mot- 


blackboard 
will guide thee with 





to would be Paul’s “Lord, what wilt Thou have me 


to do? 

Sing very prayerfully at some time during the mect- 
ing “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” There are 
anthem arrangements of this beautiful old hymn 
which the church choir may have rendered at some 
time. Ask them to come and sing it for the society. 


Thoughts on the Theme 
VERSE 7. It is not vain repetition to ask 
God to guide you in your life plans. The 
great trouble with life is that so many never 
ask God anything about where He wishes 





NOVEMBER 24, 1921 


them to be, or what He wishes them to do. 
God has a place for each of us and there 
is no other place in the world we can fill 
quite so well. 

V. 8. “Your Father knoweth.” And no 
one else does know the plan He has for your 
life. Ask Him to guide you. The fact that 
God has made no two men alike is one evi- 
dence that He has a specific place for each 
one whom He has created. 

V. 9. “Hallowed be Thy name.” We may 
be sure of this one thing that if our plans 
are such that they cannot hallow the name 
of the Lord, then they are not His plans. 
Our life work, whatever it be, ought to have 
the one great aim of building up somehow 
for God. 

V. 10. “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven.” The com- 
ing of the Kingdom of God to earth ought 
to enter into all our life plans, The great 
mass of people plan for the kingdom of 
self and leave the Kingdom of Christ out. 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.” 

V. 11. “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
I wonder if there are not a great many peo- 
ple who are in need of their daily bread 
who are in that condition because they have 
not sought the guidance of God in the plans 
for their life. 

Vs. 12, 14, 15. “And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.” There is a cur- 
rent saying among men, “The world owes me 
a living,” that may be true, but it is just 
as true that you owe the world a life. The 
blessings you enjoy are the products of other 
men’s labors, sacrifices, sufferings. You 
may pass these blessings on and add others, 
if you plan with God unselfishly. 

V. 13. “And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.” A great build- 
ing is being constructed when suddenly the 
walls crumple and fall and the builder and 
many others are crushed beneath. What 
could have caused this terrible calamity? 
The builder had neglected to study the blue- 
print. He sought to work out independent- 
ly his own ideas of building, ignoring the 
plans of the architect. Many a man falls 
into grievous temptations and into the hands 
of the evil one because he does not seek 
the plan of his life building at the hands 
of the-Great Architect of lives. 


By Way of Illustration 


One of the great wonders of the world 
was the Egyptian Labyrinth. Herodotus 
tells us about it, and says that there were 
three thousand chambers in it, and when 
anyone got in, it was very hard to get 
out. That is a picture of what your life 
will be like. It is an unknown and difficult 
way you have to travel. God knows every 
step of the way; therefore it is wise to be- 
gin to live your life by His help and guid- 
ance.—Scriptural Anecdotes. 

One of our poets, speaking of our birth, 
beautifully says, “Every soul leaves port 
under sealed orders. We cannot know 
whither we are going or what we are to do 
until the time comes for breaking the seal.” 
But Dr. Gordon adds a thought still more 
beautiful. Every regenerated soul, he says, 
sets out on its voyage with an invisible 
Captain on board, who knows the nature of 


















id 
1s 
re 
Tn 
et 
fe 
It 


e- 


d- 


h, 
rt 
Ww 
Jo 
- 
re 
Ss, 
le 
of 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (17) 1121 


our sealed orders from the outset, and who 
will shape our entire voyage accordingly if 
we will only let Him.—Ibid. 

John Newton thinks that neither the cast- 
ing of lots, the opening of the Bible at a 
venture, nor the sudden impression of a 
text, nor freedom in prayer over a matter, 
nor a dream, furnishes any reliable direc- 
tion. The Lord rather opens and shuts, 
throws down the walls of difficulty, or 
hedges the way with thorns, for those who 
confidingly seek His guidance in prayer. 
They know that their concerns are in His 
hands, and fear to run before He sends, or 
to delay when He directs an advance.—Se- 
lected. 

If we acknowledge God in all our ways, 
He has promised safely to direct our steps, 
and in our experience we shall find the 
promise fulfilled—Payson. 


An old legend tells us that on the island 
of Crete there was a labyrinth inhabited by 
a cruel Minotaur, from whose mystic 
mazes Theseus was rescued only by the dili- 
gent following up of a thread which was 
put in his hands as a clew. So God is ever 
ready to put the clew to life’s complicated 
pathways into the hands of anyone who 
humbly and sincerely asks for it.—Selected. 

Once a company of people were crossing 
a desert in Africa. They were very thirsty. 
They saw what they thought was a lake of 
water. The guide knew that it was not a 
real lake, it was only the appearance of a 
lake. He begged them not to go in that di- 
rection, but they would not isten to his 
words. He ran before them and tried *to 
stop them, but they struck him down and 
walked over his dead body. They went on 
and on and on and perished in their mad 
search after water. The guide knew better 
than they did, but they would not listen. 

God does not let us see our way all at 
once. Some people were on a boat that was 
sailing among the mountains. 
seemed that they would soon have to come 
to a stop. There were mountains before 
them, mountains behind them, and moun- 
tains on both sides of them. There seemed 
to be no way out. But when they went for- 
ward they saw a way opening before them. 
That is the way when we let God’s will 
have the right of way in our plans. Our 
path will grow clearer and clearer.—Se- 
lected. 


“ ‘Preserve me from the commonplace!’ I cried, 
‘Nor let me walk the vulgar people’s way: 
I long to walk a loftier path than they 
Who eat and drink, and think of naught beside.’ 
I climbed to heights which far ahead I spied, 
Nor would upon the sordid level stay: 
I scorned the valley where the shadows lay, 
And sought the peaks by sunlight glorified. 
But looking back upon the road I trod, 
I found it wound among the lives of men 
Who called to me for succor, but in vain. 
And now, before I see the face of God, 
I fain would help whom I neglected then. 
But I can never pass that way again.” 


Hannah W. Smith’s rules for learning God's 
will for life plans: 


1. Through the study of God’s Word. 

2. Through providential circumstances. 

3. Through the convictions of the higher 
judgment. 

4. Through the impressions of the Holy 
Spirit on the mind. 


Henry Drummond’s rules for learning God's 
will for life plans: 


1. Pray. 2. Think. 3. Talk with wise peo- 
ple, but do not regard their judgment as 
final. 4. Beware of the objections of your 
own will, but do not be too much afraid of 
it. 5. Do the next thing, for doing God’s 
will in small things is the best preparation 
for doing it in great things. 6. When de- 
cision and action are necessary, go ahead. 
7. You will probably not find out till after- 
wards, perhaps not until long afterwards, 
that you have been led at all. 


Often it. 


J. Campbell White’s rules for learning God’s 
will for life plans: 


1. Trust God’s wisdom and love. 2. Ac- 
cept God’s plan for your life. 3. Obey ha- 
bitually the known will of God. 4. Acknowl- 
edge God’s ownership in your life with all 
of its powers and possessions. 5. Study the 
needs of the world. 6. Saturate your mind 
with God’s thoughts. 7. Pray that the la- 
borers needed may be thrust out into the 
field. 8. Develop your latent capacities 
through education and use. 9. Use your 
own mental processes. 10. Consult friends 
of spiritual insight and discrimination. 
11. Learn to overcome temptation and ob- 
stacles. 12. Trust your highest impulses. 
13. Ask for divine guidance. 14. Receive 
and obey the Holy Spirit. 


God’s Way 
(For Reading or Recitation) 


I said, Let me walk in the fields, 
He said, No, walk in town. 

I said, There are no flowers there. 
He said, No flowers, but a crown. 


I said, But the skies are black; 
There is nothing but the noise and din, 


And He wept as He sent me back; 
There is more, He said, there is sin. 


I said, But the air is thick, 
And fogs are veiling the sun. 
He answered, Yet souls are sick, 
And souls in the dark undone. 


I said, I shall miss the light 

And friends will miss me they say, 
He answered, Choose tonight 

If I am to miss you or they. 


I pleaded for time to be given, 
He said, Is it hard to decide? 
It will not seem hard in heaven 
To have followed the steps of your Guide. 
—George Macdonald. 


For Discussion 


How can one be sure that the right choice is made 
at the forks of the road? 

In determining a life work what is wrong in de- 
ciding on the “snap?” 

In determining a life work what is wrong in choos- 
ing the one that will yield the most money? 

What do you consider the true ambition which 
should guide one in choosing his life work? 

Can one expect God’s direction in settling his life 
plans? 

What kind of guidance has one a right to expect 
from God in settling life’s plans? 

How may we secure God’s guidance in deciding on 
life’s plans? 


1023 Garfield Avenue, 
Spring field, Ohio. 


Communications 


“Believing, not Interpreting!” 


Your editorial in the issue of October 6 
answering the questions, “Should not a man 
follow his honest convictions? Ought not 
one judge all things by the Word?” voices 
for me the crying need of an_ infallible 
voice, or a final court of appeal. You say, 
“A man’s conscience is not infallible. His 
most honest convictions are many times 
wrong. And no man would dare 
to assume that his convictions were in- 
errant.” These very facts prove to me the 
necessity of judging all things by the Word, 
and the folly of exalting human reason 
above it, and the great need of “believing,” 
not interpreting, that Word. 


God has spoken; and our plain duty is, to 
hear, believe, obey. You voice the fallacy of 
man’s judgment, and then make it supreme; 
you leave it to man to “form his own judg- 
ments and his own interpretations as in- 
telligently and as judicially as it is possible 
for him to do.” And yet according to your 
own words he may be all wrong when he has 
thus done. My dear brother, “we have a 
more sure word of prophecy, whereunto we 
do well to take heed as unto a light which 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn.” 
It we were willing to hear, believe, and obey 
that word, certainty, safety, and enjoyment 
would be the result. The common fault of 
the hour is, as I see it, not to let God mean 
what He says. Mankind seems possessed 
with the thought that the Bible never means 
what it says. But as one has well said, 
“Unless God means exactly what He says 
according to the laws of all language, then 
all positive lines of demarcation between 
truth and error on all the vital verities of 
Christianity are that moment obliterated.” 

Personally, I believe God says what He 
means, and means what He says, and that 
He will hold all responsible who take un- 
granted liberties with His Word. Now all 
this touches the Christian’s attitude toward 
the present state of affairs in the world and 
determines for him what that attitude must 
be. Not “among men,” but in the Word, as 
there plginly set forth, must the Christian 
find the settlement of this question. Not 
judging after the sight of his eyes, nor after 
the hearing of his ears, nor from contact 
with the world; but hearing what God the 
Lord hath to say. His Word and that alone 
must be his rule of faith and practice. Other- 


wise we have rationalism instead of Chris- 
tianity, the deification of human reason and 
the subjugation of the living and eternal 
Word. 

Now, notwithstanding the modern view 
that improvement is constantly in progress, 
God’s Word teaches to the contrary. It 
plainly teaches in many scriptures that 
world conditions will grow worse and worse, 
that apostasy will come to a head in the 
church, and ungodliness sit enthroned over 
the nations. The Scriptures throughout 
teach us to look for world judgment as the 
next step to be taken by God in the affairs 
of men. To my knowledge there is no prom- 
ise of world righteousness, peace, and 
blessing, which, when taken with the con- 
text, does not rest on the dark background 
of tribulation and judgment. 


For me to teach in keeping with present 
day optimism would be not only to contra- 
dict Scripture, but to deceive my fellow-men. 
My heart gvould reproach me and smite me 
for so doing and accuse me of all you men- 
tioned in your first article. I must warn 
humanity of the coming wrath, or bring 
down their blood on my head. I could not 
fulfill the law of love to my fellow-man and 
do otherwise. For me to join in great move- 
ments whose very objectives give the lie 
to God’s plain utterances would not only be 
for me to take the foolish position of fight- 
ing against God, but that of betraying hu- 
manity into the hands of their destroyer. 

Not that I do not believe in doing all the 
good here and now that I can, but I be- 
lieve in doing it according to God’s program 
and not man’s. There is a way, and a way. 
As you say, “It is one of the deepest laws 
of the spiritual life that a soul must be set 
against every obvious evil and for every con- 
scious good.” And again, “What God wants 
is for you to do the best possible things for 
His world right here and now.” But, we 
cannot improve on God. When God sent 
Jonah to Nineveh to preach judgment, it 
would have been a sad thing for Nineveh 
had Jonah turned optimist and started city 
betterment movements. When he finally 
reached there, he obeyed God and the city 
improved on his hands beyond his fondest 
expectations. God has sent us to preach the 
Word, to say to men, “Repent, and believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ.” He has commis- 
sioned us to go into the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature, saying to them 
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if you believe you shall be saved, if not you 
shall be damned. But as one has well said, 
“The enemy slips salvation onto a side seat, 
softly saying, ‘Sit still sweet gospel story, 
we’re opening the way so you can sing your 
song very soon.’” This “preparation” for 
the gospel propaganda is being very success- 
fully used by the enemy everywhere even 
now. It is high time we recognized this 
deviating of our men and women by the 
enemy and believe afresh that the gospel 
preached in any tongue, under any circum- 
stances, to any people has within itself its 
own dynamite to open its own way. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ does not have to play 
second fiddle to any hospital, school, or civil- 
izing scheme. The gospel is God’s great 
pioneer. It opens the path, it plows the 
furrow, it plants the seed. Then the hos- 
pitals, schools, civilizing and _ uplifting 
schemes come on behind. The trouble is we 
get the cart before the horse. Worse than 
that, in many instances we seem to have 
gotten rid of the horse entirely. 

Personally I believe the present confused 
and troubled condition of the world is main- 
ly due to the fact that the church has 
changed her message. “The faith once for 
all delivered to the saints,” is made light of, 
Christian doctrine is depreciated and ig- 
nored, the Bible is relegated to a place by 
the side of other good books; while those who 
contend for that faith and defend those 
doctrines are looked upon as wasting their 
time, and considered slackers for not join- 
ing hands with these men who deny the Lord 
which bought them. No wonder we had a 
world war. The wonder is that we have as 
much peace and blessing as we do. If this is 
to be a slacker, then I covet the position 
and hail with delight the epithet. 


If by “private interpretation the right 
and privilege of all,” we mean the right and 
privilege to change or explain away the 
plain utterances of God, we nullify “The 
Bible as our rule of faith and practice,” and 
make man a rule unto himself. Just here, 
we would blow the trumpet and sound the 
alarm. 


I am eonfident that men of directly op- 
posite views may be equally sincere and 
equally consecrated but they can’t both be 
right any more than Stephen and Saul were. 

ARTHUR A. WRIGHT. 

Binghamton, N. Y. 

e 


A Number of Things 


It was our privilege on November 13 to 
have with us Dr. W. M. Dawson, of Antioch 
College. He gave us a very fine message on 
Christian living—living so that whatever our 
occupation in life may be, we will eventually 
grow weary in it unless we take with us as 
our side partner, Jesus Christ. Professor 
Teach gave us a very practical message on 
the sixth of this month, about the life of 
Job. I have listened to Brother Teach on a 
great many occasions, but I think this was 
the best. 

I want to say just a few words for our 
Herald. There is just one exception I take 
with it, and that is its list of subscribers. 
It should have a few thousand more than it 
does. Suppose every one who now takes it 
should get another one—my, how much be*- 
ter we would feel because we had really 
done something for our Lord and Master. 

It came to me this morning in the service: 
Who are you definitely praying for? Oh. 
in this busy world today we forget to take 
definite form in our work. We can always 
have one special one to pray for. One of 
the greatest things about this great confer- 
ence now in session at ‘Washington is tho 
fact that it is driving all real people of God 
to prayer. When God sees us as a4 nation 
at prayer for a movement like this for the 
uplifting of mankind and every other nation, 
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how can He turn a deaf ear? This surely 
is one of the greatest meetings ever held in 
the history of the world. Let us pray for it 
as we have never prayed before. I never 
dreamed until just very recently that so 
many people were for it. The first words 
that impressed me on this were from our 
own Rev. Fred Strickland. God bless him 
for his practical work. He stands truly sin- 
cere for what he believes, and he holds his 
hearers every time. How can any man be 
against such a movement and be true to his 
heart? Is there anything in this world for 
us besides the almighty dollar? Let us 
fight for the Christian brotherhood of all na- 
tions with the greatest weapons the world 
has _ produced—prayer and good hones: 
work. 


Columbus, Ohio. 


ROBERT W. LOMBARD. 


Deteriorating 


Please drop my name from your subscrip- 
tion list and stop my paper. I am disap- 
pointed in it. It’s not near as good as it 
used to be, under this new management. The 
spiritual tone has been lowered. The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty under the management of 
Dr. J. J. Summerbell and Dr. Barrett far ex- 
ceeded and was better every way than it is 
now. I am very sorry; for I want a paper 
of my own church. 

Mrs. AMANDA ASHLEY. 

Marietta, Illinois. 


Postscripts 


I have taken The Herald for more than 
fifty years and to me it never was better 
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than now. May God bless you and the good 
old Herald of Gospel Liberty. 
E. CAMERON. 
Cassoday, Kansas. 


I think I enjoy the editorials in The Her- 
ald more than I ever did. I thought a while 
ago that it never could be better throughout, 
but in this I was mistaken. Let the good 
work go on, and I will ever stand by the 
paper. Our people who are taking it seem 
to have only good words for it, and very 
few of them wait until I ask them about the 
renewal of their subscriptions. They come 
to me about it. 

E. E. BENNETT. 

Cynthiana, Indiana. 


Just a line tq tell you we appreciate and 
enjoy The Herald. After following current 
events for the week, I am always anxious to 
see what The Herald has to say on the many 
vital questions of the day. Also, the con- 
tributions by our leaders and the good ar- 
ticles by so many of our ministers give us a 
very broad view of our denominational work. 

ALLISON BURNSWORTH. 

Farmland, Indiana. 


It has been a long time, dear Herald, 
since I have written. Not that I don’t like 
you—no, no. I think you are the grandest 
old paper I ever perused—and you seem to 
get better and dearer all the time. I have 
been reading your pages for about forty- 
eight years. I would be lost, or at least very 
lonesome, without your bright pages. 

A. P. Hurst. 

Albany, Missouri. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
MAINE CONFERENCE 


Bangor—The First Christian Church is 
again booming. Sunday evening, November 
6, three were baptized by immersion in the 
baptistry installed during Brother H. M. 
Hainer’s pastorate, but which had never 
been used before. The Bible school is in- 
creasing in attendance and interest. The 
Ready Workers’ class has_ reorganized, 
elected officers and committees and started a 
movement to raise money to buy a bell for 
the church. The Older Boys’ class, O. Lin- 
den Hough, teacher, numbering some fifteen 
members, recently gave “Ye County Fair,” 
a very creditable entertainment, and real- 
ized quite a sum of money. Other classes 
in the school, emulating their example, are 
organizing and getting down to business. 
The Young People’s society of Christian En- 
deavor has taken on a new lease of life and 
many of the young folks are joining and 
taking their turns in leading. A Junior so- 
ciety has been formed with Mrs. Etta M. 
Hurlburt as superintendent, and the young- 
er children are taking hold of it enthusias- 
tically. A new one-pipe furnace has been 
installed to heat the auditorium and is prov- 
ing most satisfactory. The entire church 
was much shocked to learn of the recent 
death of Brother Otis A. Davis, one of our 
members, who was accidentally shot while 
on a hunting expedition. Sister Davis has 
the deep sympathy of all in her affliction. 


Lubec—The affairs of this church are go- 
ing well. Some new workers have come into 
the church who can be depended upon to as- 
sist in the carrying out of plans. A volun- 
teer orchestra of six pieces furnishes music 
on Sunday evenings. New hymn books have 
been purchased and there is a good interest 
manifest. The contest in the Sunday-school 
brought an attendance of one hundred and 


sixteen on a recent Sunday. Brother C. D. 
Nutter, the pastor, is an enthusiastic advo- 
cate of the junior congregation plan and 
employs it effectively in his services. 

Corinna—Brother M. H. Turner, of 
Blaine, Maine, recently spent three Sundays 
with this church and found a friendly and 
responsive people. It is hoped that a per- 
manent pastor may be found for this splen- 
did field soon. 

Eastport—Brother A. M. Hainer, the pas- 
tor, has been suffering with la grippe, but 
is again about. He uses the stereopticon 
often for his evening services, giving illus- 
trated lectures on the life of Christ, etc., 
with telling effect. 

D. P. Hurupurt, Field Secretary. 


DELAWARE 


Dover—The report made by the church clerk of 
the Peoples Christian Church to the recent session 
of the Eastern Virginia Conference for the confer- 
ence year—November 1, 1920 to November 1, 1921— 
showed decided gains in every department of the 
church work. During the year the Sunday-school 
offerings amounted to $1,118.19. The church budget 
for the year was $7,309, but the offerings for the 
year doubled the amount of the budget. The total 
amount of money raised by the different departments 
of the church, not counting what was raised by the 
Sunday-school, amounted to $13,294.70. This amount 
does not include the individual pledges made by 
different members of the church to the Men and 
Millions Movement, or the College Standardization 
fund. The total amount raised by the church and 
Sunday-school the past year for the local work and 
for missions apart from the other pledges mentioned 
was $14,412.89, leaving a balance in the treasury of 
$565.50. 

The total number of persons connected with the 
Sunday-school through the different departments is 
two hundred and thirty-six. 

During the year one hundred and two new members 
were received into the church, seventy-four of the 
number uniting with the church on confession of 
faith, the rest by letters. The total active member- 
ship of the church is now three hundred and fifty- 
two. There are one hundred and eighty-nine families 
represented in the church and sixty-five of the fam- 
ilies are subscribers to the denominational church 
papers. 

During the year a beautiful new Kimball pipe or- 
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gan has been installed, new electric light fixtures 
for the main auditorium, a Wayside Pulpit placed 
in front of the church, a fine interchangeable bulletin 
board placed on the front of the church, zames and 
play equipment secured for the Boys’ Club, six beau- 
tiful memorial windows pledged and to be placed 
this month, and a system of acousticons has been 
put in the church by the woman’s missionary society 
for the benefit of the deaf. 

A fine spirit of co-operation prevails throughout 
the church, and the pastor, Dr. R. C. Helfenstein, 
and the members are looking forward to even greater 
service the coming year, that the report at the con- 
ference next fall may be even better than the one 
this year, and that the Peoples Church may be a 
worthy servant to the community of which it is a 
part.—Delaware State News. 


ILLINOIS 


Noble—We closed our meeting at Forest 
Ridge Church November 9, with ten addi- 
tions to the church and the church wonder- 
fully revived. We have a good Sunday- 
school and prayer-meeting, and preaching 
services once a month. I will recommend 
Rev. F. G. Bell to any church for evangel- 
istic work or as a pastor. I do not think I 
ever met a man with more influential power 
in pastoral work. He visited all the homes 
in our neighborhood, and we are very thank- 
ful to have had such a man to work for us. 
—WALTER E. Brock, Pastor. 


Avon—tThe series of special meetings re- 
cently held with the Olive Church, under 
the leadership of Rev. Alvin 0. Jacobs, Ol- 
ney, Ill., closed a few days ago, with thirteen 
additions to the church. Bro. Jacobs did 
good work. Our fall Sunday-school contest 
is still running with large attendance in the 
Sunday-school. The annual harvest home 
festival was a success this year. Total re- 
ceipts were about $350. Thursday of this 
week I visited the people of Fiatt. They 
are still without a pastor. A good field for 
some one.—JOHN A. STOVER, Pastor. 


Louisville—Our work here at Louisville is 
starting off with great interest, and with 
good crowds. 
ing more encouraging. I begin a meeting at 
Hord tonight, after which I am to assist 
Dr. J. J. Douglass for a few days at Prairie 
Hope. My program of the fall has been all 
broken up. I did not attend the convention 
at Huntington, but wish I could have gone. 
It surely was a great convention. We desire 
your prayers in our work here and at Hord, 
as the need is great. Glad for the good 
meeting held at Poplar by Pastor Bennett 
and Dr. Douglass. Some were converted 
that have been on my heart for some time. 
—JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


Muncie—The people of Muncie were de- 
lighted with a missionary entertainment giv- 
en at the Christian Church last Thursday 
evening by Rev. and Mrs. Willard of the 
First Christian Church, of Danville, IIl. 
This missionary talk and instruction were 
given us because of a request by the mis- 
sionary society of the Christian Church here, 
and we believe that much good will come to 
our society by way of interest and enthusi- 
asm in the work. The house was well filled, 
and all were glad to learn the facts given 
us by Brother and Sister Willard because 
of their having lived among the people of 
that far-away land, and having seen their 
great need of our Christ—M. A. HARRIS. 


Pleasant View—The Pleasant View 
Church and pastor, Rev. Samuel Price, vis- 
ited the neighboring Methodist Church, of 
Greenhill, Sunday evening, November 13. A 
revival is now in progress at the sister 
church. The pastor, Rev. Mr. Young, 
preached a very helpful sermon on the sub- 
ject, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 
The Pleasant View Church began a re- 
vival November 11. Rev. Charlotte Nash, 
of St. Louis, assisted in the meeting. All- 
day services will be held at the church on 
Thanksgiving Day. Dinner will be, served 


The Sunday-school is becom- ~ 


in the basement. All are invited to be pres- 
ent. December 11 will be rally day for the 
Sunday-school on which day we hope to 
double the attendance at that service. We 
ask your prayers for the success of the meet- 
ing.—LUCILLE CHIDDIX, Corresponding Sec- 
retary. 


Sumner—We regretted very much that 
we could not get away to the convention at 
Huntington, but we were in a revival and 
the interest was such that we did not think 
best to close. Should we have closed to go, 
three additions to the church would have 
been all of it, but by continuing a few nights 
longer we closed with ten additions to the 
church. The meeting was with the Forest 
Ridge Church, Brother W. E. Brock, of Ol- 
ney, being the pastor. He is a very earnest 
and devoted young man, and the church has 
the greatest confidence in him. The church 
rallied in the work and was wonderfully 
helped. I was the pastor of the church here 
six years ago and, received two young men, 
and this time I had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing their father. We go today to fill our ap- 
pointment at Sugar Creek. We have a loyal 
people at this place and they are doing 
things. We begin a series of meetings with 
the Union Christian Chapel near Arthur 
next Tuesday, November 15. Give us your 
prayers. We have no one to assist us; we 
are doing our own preaching.—F. G. BELL. 


Olney—Our work here is doing splendidly 
in Christian Endeavor and in the devotional 
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IT’S LOVE MAKES HOME 


There’s a stately house with porches 
wide, 

And all that money can buy inside— 

Costliest tapestries, paintings, and 
books, 

Luxuries greet you wherever one looks; 

But alas, fair peace is an absent dove, 

For there is no peace where there is no 
love, 

And there is no home where love’s not 
found— 

It’s only a house on a plot of ground. 


I would rather sail on the wild sea’s 
foam 

Than live in a place you can’t call 
home, 

Or dwell in a hut like a Hottentot 

Than a palace of gold where love is 
not; 

For the wealth of life, after all, I hold, 

Is not in the things we can buy with 
gold, 

But the wealth of life, 
azure dome, 

Is the grace of love, and love makes 
home, 

—The Herald and Presbyter. 
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part of the work. Rev. R. J. Ellis passed 
this way this week en route from the funeral 
of Sister Musgrove, of the Antioch Church. 
He is to start a special series of meetings 
at his Newton charge this week. Pastor and 
people are expecting a great meeting. Rev. 
Walter Brock, assisted by Rev. Frank Bell, 
closed the special meetings with the Forest 
Ridge Church. They report a great meet- 
ing with ten accessions to the church, some 
of whom were heads of families. Rev. Bell 
proved himself a fine preacher and evangel- 
ist. The Brockville revival, Rev. W. Kitch- 
en pastor, Elder Price helper, closed last 
week with a glorious revival, the accessions 
and converts totaling seventeen. The whole 
church rallied in the good work. The Trim- 
ble Church is at work on the new basement 
for their building. They are beginning now 
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International Bible Class Motto 
“OTHERS” 


By C. D. Meigs 
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“Others” 


is being adopted as a motto by 


Bible Classes and Sunday-schools far and 
near. 

Form D—Gift card, 6% x 10% inches. 
Mounted on beautiful mat printed in soft 
colors, enclosed in fine grade envelope, a 


beauty, each 20c, postpaid. 

Form E—Christmas- Edition of Form D, il- 
lustrated above. Holly border, red and green, 
fastened to mat with holly ribbon, enclosed in 
fine grade, white envelope, 20 cents each, 
postpaid. 

No. 241—There has been a great demand for 
“Others” made up as a durable motto for 
class rooms, Sunday-schools, and churches. 
Here it is now in a handsome and inexpensive 
form. Made up on very durable cloth and 
printed in cream. 19 x 11% inches. Price, 75 
cents, 
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to prepare for the next annual conference. 
Rev. Jno. Harper is in a splendid meeting 
with the Bethlehem Church. Rev. Walter 
Fasnacht has accepted a call for quarter- 
time work with the Mt. Zion Church. Rev. 
R. Vernor Ellis preached on a Sunday re- 
cently at Falmouth, Ill—ALVIN O. JAcoBs. 


Keensburg—On October 31 my wife and I 
boarded the Big Four train at Mt. Carmel 
at 6:30 a. m. en route for Thompsonville, 
Ill., to hold a revival meeting at Carters 
Temple, of which I am the pastor. We held 
a twelve days’ meeting. We found the 
church in a cold condition and short of some 
of its officers. We elected some officers and 
ordained one deacon. The church was won- 
derfully revived and four were converted 
and four added to the church. We had large 
crowds, filling the house to its capacity. Over 
two hundred people were present on some 
nights. This is a mining country, which is 
generally counted a rough community, but 
I must give the young people a word of 
praise for their kindness and good order 
throughout our meeting. We closed our 
meeting on Friday night, November 11. 
Went from there to Richland Church to fill 
my appointment there and came home Mon- 
day. Will start a revival meeting at Pleas- 
ant Hill on Saturday night, November 19. 
We are expecting a good meeting. We ask 
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all of our co-workers to pray for our meet- 
ing.—Cora TRUITT. 


INDIANA 


Winchester—Our church is slowly coming 
to the front with increased interest and at- 
tendance, thus demonstrating a spiritual 
growth. Our pastor, Denver C. Metsker, is 
now serving the church on the second year 
with very satisfactory results in the upbuild- 
ing of the community. We have a very ac- 
tive Christian Endeavor society and Sunday- 
school under the leadership of Chas. A. 
Puckett, superintendent. We have just re- 
paired our house of worship by repainting, 
and replacing old windows, thus improving 
the general appearance of the church.— 
SETH HINsHAwW, Church Clerk. 


Hannas Creek, near Liberty.—Rev. D. G. 
Pleasant, of Campbellstown, Ohio, closed a 
series of meetings here Sunday evening. The 
meetings continued three weeks and, in spite 
of the busy season of corn gathering and 
some inclement weather, the attendance and 
interest were good. The gospel message of 
song and sermons replete with truths given 
in a most forceful manner could surely touch 
the heart of the listener. The men’s meet- 
ing on the last Sunday afternoon was of 
great interest. The sermon on “The Perfect 
Man” was a most able discussion of the life 
of Job. In the evening, “Eternity and Where 
Will You Spend It,” was delivered in a way 
to make the coldest heart to become thrilled 
with the importance of true Christian serv- 
ice. There were twelve accessions to the 
church and great good done in interest and 
encouragement. The church since Septem- 
ber has full-time service with Rev. W. Max 
Shaffer as pastor.—E. C. C. . 


Acton—Rev. T. F. Bagby has greatly im- 
proved from a very severe illness and has 
gone to Ohio with his daughter, Miss Ruth 
Bagby, who came here to care for her father 
during his sickness. The prayers of the peo- 
ple here are in his behalf and we trust that 
he will soon be restored to health and be 
with us again. Brother Chas. Taylor, of 
this place, will preach at Pleasant Valley 
Church next Sunday in Rev. Bagby’s place. 
Brother Taylor and wife are devoting their 
lives to the service of Christ and their sweet 
singing is helping to bring souls into the 
Kingdom. The young people’s missionary 
society is doing a splendid work here. Last 
month they gave a very interesting program 
with the giving of the mite boxes. The twen- 
ty-fifth of this month the Thank-offering 
program will be given at the church, the 
mite boxes opened, and a Thank Offering 
will be taken. The prayers of the Chris- 
tians are needed for these, young people, that 
the work they are doing may be the means 
of leading them into greater service and 
closer relationship with Christ.—Mrs. Dora 
SMITH. 


IOWA 


Barnes City—We are just starting in a 
union revival at Barnes City. Sunday was 
our first day, and if the attendance and in- 
terest of the first day, in spite of bad roads, 
are any indication, we are to have a victory 
for God. The house was nicely filled in the 
morning and crowded to the last seat for 
the night service. The people seem hungry 
for the simple gospel of Jesus, and we are 
doing our best to give it. Our revival meet- 
ing at New Virginia was a sweeping victory. 
Beginning on October 9,, our crowds gradu- 
ally grew until there was not room enough 
in the commodious M. E. Church. The fight 
was stubborn, but victory came with more 
than forty-five decisions up to the time we 
had to go to get into the meeting at Barnes 
City. Twenty-five conversions the last Sun- 
day, twenty-two of them Sunday night. The 
interest was so great that the pastor felt 
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that the meetings ought not to close, so an- 
nounced that he would continue the meetings 
another week. On the Monday night follow- 
ing, fourteen more made the great decision, 
making in all about sixty up to that time. 
We have not heard the final reports, but 
think no doubt that many more have been 
reached erd this. To God be all the praise. 
One of the very noticeable features of ‘this 
victory was the number of young men—some 
of them ex-service men—and of the older 
men who made the noble stand for God. Will 
have open dates for revivals after January 
1.—FREDERICK COOPER, Evangelist. 
Albany, Mo. 


KANSAS 


Elm City—Work at this place is progress- 
ing nicely, the Sunday-school and Christian 
Endeavor are enthusiastically at work. The 
Christian Endeavor society was never better 
than now. The young people are taking hold 
of this work and lead the meeting in turn, 
thus relieving the older ones of the task. 
Saturday evening prayer-meeting is growing 
in interest. A form of Bible study is now 
being used. Rev. Willoe J. Hall and Rev. 
Simon Bennett were with us October 28 and 
their visit was a great inspiration to the 
congregation. We wish them success in 
their work and hope to see this work put on 
in our church. We are planning for our 
revival meeting about December 1 and ask 
the prayers of the Christians that we may 
see those who were not reached in our glori- 
ous revival last winter, brought into the 
fold in this meeting—JENNIE WAUGH, 
Church Clerk. 


Morning Star—The work in this field 
opens hopefully. The Christian Endeavor 
society, which was reorganized in June, is 
growing in numbers and in interest in serv- 
ice. The Sunday-school has added two new 
classes, and has placed graded instruction 
in three classes. The monthly workers’ con- 
ference is proving helpful. The first gen- 
eral social event presented a program of in- 
spiration in the discussion of the topics, 
“The Foundation,” “The Building Thus 
Far,” and “The Structure That Is To Be.” 
Then followed a reading by Mrs. Milholland. 
The pastor, Rev. S. M. Milholland, on behalf 
of the school, presented a handsome Bible to 
Mrs. Picraux as an appreciation of her 
years of faithful service as superintendent. 
Twenty adults drove twenty-five miles to 
Oronoque to share in the school of methods 
in the Forward Movement, conducted by 
Brothers Hall and Bennett. Our teams are 
organized and planning for work. Yester- 
day, November 14, we turned aside from our 
Monday labors to join in celebrating the 
golden wedding anniversary of Bro. D. B. 
Clouse and wife, the only charter members 
of Morning Star. For thirty-six years they 
have been loyal members and The Herald 
has been a part of the necessary furniture 
in their home all these years. Their son, 
D. W. Clouse, is the teacher of the young 
men’s class in the Sunday-school and leader 
of benevolences in the church Forward 
Movement committee—V. L. MILHOLLAND. 


NEW YORK 


East Cobieskill—Our Christian Church at 
East Cobleskill has been open for Sunday- 
school every Sunday, and for preaching serv- 
ice every two weeks since May. Sister 
Georgia Weaton is our pastor. Sister Wea- 
ton has given us such gospel sermons that 
all who hear her cannot help but be better 
men and women. I think there is a growing 
interest in our church and we are striving 
to keep our doors open just as long as the 
weather will permit Sister Weaton getting 
here. Her home is in Albany. She certainly 
has the power of God behind her. Our chil- 
dren’s day was a grand success. We took 
in over forty dollars from an ice cream so- 
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cial. We had rally day with a splendid 
crowd and a fine collection. We had a peace 
and armament service and the collection 
went for Defiance College. We also gave a 
chicken supper, for which we took in over 
one hundred and thirty dollars. Surely the 
Lord has blessed us. Our pastor appointed 
the five chairmen for the Forward Move- 
ment last Sunday night. Pray for us that 
through Sister Weaton coming to us the way 
will be opened for a resident pastor.— 
Mrs. S. S. NELSON. 


OHIO 


Mt. Sterling—Sunday, November 6, was 
a very enjoyable day with the Mt. Sterling 
Christian Church, Rev. Herman A. Lewis 
pastor. The men’s class conducted a cam- 
paign for an increase in their attendance. 
The other classes lent their assistance and 
as a result the men had sixty-two present, 
and incidentally one hundred and eighty in 
the Sunday-school. The American Legion 
attended the morning services in a body, as 
did also the good brethren of the M. E. 
Church with their pastor. The house was 
filled to capacity. The pastor of the church 
had charge of the services. On Sun- 
day, November 13, the enthusiasm was 
just as high as on the preceding Sun- 
day. This time the Ladies’ class made a 
special effort. They had sixty-two in the 
class and there were one hundred and nine- 
ty-five in the whole school. We had the 
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Catchword Post Card Carton 


Robert Louis Stevenson said: ‘Man liveth 
not by bread alone, but principally by catch- 
words.” So here is a series of hand-lettered 
“Catchword Post Cards,” 


each carrying a 





friendly or inspirational message printed in 


two colors on buff-tone stock. It will aid you 
in solving the problem of picking out @ card 
expressing the right kind of sentiment to 
mail your friends at the holiday season. 
Contains a selection of sixteen postals for 
Christmas, with conventional Christmas 
decorations, all original sentiments. 


Price, postpaid, 25 cents each. 
Oo 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
Dayton, Ohio 
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privilege of receiving our first new member, 
who is a young married man, at the morn- 
ing service. 


One Day School of Missions 


The Miami Ohio Conference will hold a 
“One Day School of Missions” in the West 
Milton Church, December 1, 1921. It begins 
at ten a. m. and continues all day, closing 
with an illustrated lecture at seven p. m. 
by Rev. W. P. Minton, our Foreign Mission 
Bearetazy. 


PROGRAM 
a 09 Praise and Devotion—Rev. Ira C. Clark. 
10:15 How the Forward Movement Helps Our Mis- 


sion Enterprises—Dr. W. H. Denison. 

10:45 Developing a Mission Library—Rev. W. Rollo 
Boehringer. 

11:15 Foreign Mission Period—Rev. W. P. Minton. 

11:45 Women’s Foreign Board Period—Mrs. Alice 
V. Morrill. 


:15 Dinner. 

:00 Devotions—Rev. J. A. Albright. 

:10 Home Mission Period—Dr. Omer S. Thomas. 
Women’s Home Board Period—Mrs. Athella M. 
Howsare. 


:10 Methods of Mission study—Dr. A. E. ae 

:40 Personal Views of Porto Rico—Rev.. W. H. 
Martin. 

:10 Methods in the Local Church—Rev. A. W. 
Hirby. 


hy 
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:40 Separate Conferences for Men and Women. 
:00 Illustrated Lecture—Rev. W. P. Minton. 


Please give this school your hearty sup- 
port. If you are in a series of evangelistic 
services, you should by all means attend this 
school, especially the morning and afternoon 
sessions. The afternoon session is sched- 
uled to close in ample time to allow you to 
reach home for evening services. This 
school will add to your spirit of evangelism. 

A. W. Hippy, 
Sec’y of Missions, M. O. Conf. 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Osage Christian Conference 


WESTERN DIVISION 


The Osage Christian Conference met with 
the Christian Church at Weaubleau, Mis- 
souri, October 13-15, 1921. The session was 
called to order by the president on Thursday 
morning. Following song, Scripture, and 
prayer, the regular business was transacted 
and committees appointed. Rev. J. D. 
Simms filled the pulpit at eleven o’clock, 
taking his text from 2 Cor. 5:14. Brother 
Simms gave us one of his old-time sermons, 
after which we all felt greatly benefited. We 
surrounded a table at the church loaded with 
good things to eat, and to which we all did 
justice. 

Dr. F. G. Coffin, president of The Amer- 
ican Christian Convention, also president of 
Palmer College, came in on the three o’clock 
train, accompanied by Brother Hurst, of 
Albany, which gave us strength and cour- 
age. Dr. Coffin gave us two fine discourses 
on Thursday and Friday evenings. It was 
good to be there. The doctor was great help 
in our conference work. Rev. A. P. Hurst 
rendered valuable service and the conference 
was greatly benefited by the presence of 
these men. The Forward Movement of the 
Christian Church was ably discussed by Dr. 
O. B. Whitaker and Rev. A. P. Hurst. 

A collection of $9.10 was taken for The 
American Christian Convention. 

The committee on condolence submitted 
the following report: 

WHereas, God has seen fit to call from our midst 
our young Brother Sidney Summerbell Whitaker, son 
of Dr. O. B. and Sister Whitaker of Weaubleau Chris- 
tian Church, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this conference extend to the be- 
reft family our heartfelt sympathy in their hours of 
sorrow, exhorting them to a continued life of piety 
and love for Christ and a looking forward cheerfully 
to the day when they will meet Sidney in the para- 
dise of God, the rest that remaineth to the people 
of God; and be it further 

Resolved, That this conference stand and thank 
God for giving to the world such a boy as Sidney 
and thank God for the brief life of richest gold in 


good works in and around the Christian Church at 
Wi Mo., and that a long and useful life was 
lived in so few years. He is asleep in Jesus, blessed 
sleep, from which none ever wake to weep. 


A. P. Hurst. 


We wish to thank the people of the church 
at Weaubleau for their kindness and hos- 
pitality and for which a vote was taken. A 
very successful conference was brought to 
a close with song and an old-fashioned hand- 
shake, 

H. C. REPLOGLE, President. 


An Illinois Itinerary 

Beginning with last Sunday, the Forward 
Movement men are now putting on the Edu- 
cational Program in all the conferences with 
the exception of the Southern in the State 
of Illinois. The “meetings are to begin each 
morning at ten o’clock and continue through- 
out the day and evening. Group meetings 
are to be held as follows: 


WESTERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 
Group 1—At Olive, Sunday, November 20. 
Group 2—At Marietta, Monday, November 2 

Churches: Industry, Antioch, Marietta. 
Group 3—At Fiatt, Tuesday, November 2: 
Churches: Lewistown, Mound Chapel, Fiatt. 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 
oa 1—At Washington Grove, Saturday, Novem- 
r 26. 


Group 2—At Leaf River, Sunday, November 27 
Churches: Capron, North Grove, Leaf River. 


The Call 


2 
— 


nw 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


Group 1—At Louisville, Monday, November 28. 
Ganda Wabash, Hord, Christian Temple, Louis- 
ville. 

Group 2—At Sims, Wednesday, November 30. 
Churches: Sims, Richland, Pleasant Hill, Rochester. 

Group 3—At Christian Chapel, Friday, December 
2. Churches: Poplar, Carters Temple, Burnt Prairie, 
Pleasant Union, Christian Chapel. 

SOUTHERN WABASH CONFERENCE 


Group 1—At Berlin, Sunday, December 4. Churches: 
Bible Chapel, Pleasant Valley, South Bend, Rafe- 
town, Berlin. 

Group 2—At Sumner, Monday, December 5. 
Churches: Sumner, Claremont, Antioch, Bethlehem. 

Group 3—At Sugar Creek, Tuesday, December 6. 
Churches: Sugar Creek, Olney, Mt. Gilead, Freedom, 
Liberty, Forest Ridge. 

Group 4—At Newton, Wednesday, December 7. 
Churches: Newton, Winterrowd, Sandy Creek, Fair- 
view, Hopewell, Bethsaida. 

Group 5—At Mt. Zion, Thursday, December 8. 
Churches: Mt. Zion, Willow Prairie, Mt. Olive, Hidal- 
go, New Hope. 

Group 6—At Bethany, Friday, December 9. 
Churches: Bethany, White Oak, Hunt City, Brock- 
ville, Shilo. 

Group 7—At Lamotte, Saturday, December 10. 
Churches: Lamotte, Pleasant View, Trimble, Grand 
Prairie, Porterville, 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

Group 1—At Urbana, Sunday, December 11. 
Churches: Urbana, Tipton, Tuscola, Bethel, Milmine, 
Prairie Hope. 

Group 2—At Atwood, Monday, December 12. 
Churches: Atwood, Arthur, Garrett, Lake Fork, Pier- 
son, U. C. Chapel. 

Group 3—At Muncie, Tuesday, December 13. 
Churches: Hope, Royal, Christian Chapel, Prospect. 

Group 4—At Danville, Wednesday, December 14. 
Churches: Danville, Pleasant View, Tilton, Cedar 
Grove, Forest Hill, Hedrick. 


of Home 


A Thanksgiving Story 


F all the days in the year, Thanks- 
O giving is supremely the home day. It 

is the day to be glad and grateful in 
the homes of our own making. Better 
still, it is the day to return in gladness and 
gratitude to the homes of our childhood, 
the dear homes where mother and father 
wait to welcome us as they did when we 
were children indeed. Of the two—the new 
home that a new love of our proud efforts 
has secured us, and the old where the 
blessing of life itself was given us, and 
where, one by one, so many other blessings 
have been granted us—the claim of the old 
home seems to me incomparably the strong- 
er on such a day. There comes a time in 
the life of almost every one of us when re- 
turn to it is no longer possible, a time when 
the dear, familiar house is strange with si- 
lence and emptiness—when it is a mere 
blind, dumb thing from which the soul has 
fled. So, while we yet can—if we yet can— 
let us spend Thanksgiving in the home that 
still lives with the life of those who love us. 

All that such a home-returning means 
was deeply impressed upon me by a long, 
heart-warming letter which reached me soon 
after Thanksgiving of last year—a letter 
from a young southern friend who has lived 
in New York ever since her marriage. I 
give it to you here—with her permission— 
as a plea for the home-coming more eloquent 
than I myself can make: 

“You may remember that Dick and I were 
married on Thanksgiving Day,” she wrote. 
“That was seven years ago, and we have 
spent every Thanksgiving since then in New 
York, always held by some reason appar- 
ently final. Oddly enough, neither my 
brothers nor my sisters have spent a 


Thanksgiving at home during these seven 
years either. 

“Of course we have all visited mother and 
father whenever we could. There have been 
many fond reunions, particularly since Dick 
and I have contributed our two kiddies to 
the fund of family joy; but somehow 
Thanksgiving, above all other holidays the 
festival of home, has found us each year in 
our adopted cities, far from the little brown 
house that, despite new loves and new loy- 
alties, is still home to us as no other place 
ever can be. 

“This year, with the first crisp tang of 
autumn in the air, a vision of the dear, old, 
brown house as it had looked on my wedding 
day came insistently back to me—as in- 
sistently as if it were calling me. It was 
calling me!—the unforgetable, unmistakable 
voice of home. 

“ Dick,’ I exclaimed one morning at the 
breakfast table, as I looked out at the neigh- 
boring apartment house, bleak and imposing, 
after the fashion of uptown New York, ‘I 
want to walk down a drowsy, shady street 
where all the houses need fresh paint and 
all the gates need closing. I want to see 
tranquil white faces smiling at me from the 
front verandas and vivacious black faces 
grinning at me from the back gardens. I 
want to be called “Mary Lou”—not “Mrs. 
Ford”—by everybody I meet. I want to eat 
a supper—not a dinner, Dick—of fried 
chicken and hot biscuits and hominy and 
waffles and strawberry preserves. I want 
to hear a “sure-enough” old mammy telling 
tales to little Mary Lou and singing little 
Dick to sleep. I want’— 

“‘I know,’ said Dick, as I paused for 
breath. ‘You want to go home. Afid so 
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do I. And so does little Mary Lou. And so 
does little Dick. We want to go home for 
Thanksgiving. And, moreover—we’re go- 
ing.’ a 

“Right then I began to cry. We decided 
not to tell mother and father that we were 
coming, because we wanted them to have 
the delight of such a surprise. And, because 
we were so sorry for poor, exiled Margaret 
and Leslie and John, we wouldn’t tell them 
either. It seemed cruel to flaunt our better 
fortune to them. So, all unheralded, Dick 
and I, the babies and their nurse, arrived 
in C at noon of Thanksgiving. 

“It was a golden day when we left the 
dear old town on that Thanksgiving which 
was also our wedding day, and this Thanks- 
giving, seven years later, was golden too. 
The air was fragrant with the scent of 
autumn roses and gentle with a seductive 
peace. As we drove through the wide, leaf- 
littered streets, I noted lovingly the soft, 
faded grays and browns of the houses that, 
as I had predicted, needed paint, and the 
hospitable carelessness of the open gates. 
It wasn’t ‘spick and span;’ it wasn’t pro- 
gressive or ambitious or alert, that serene 
and world-forgotten old town, but—it was 
home! O, the sleepy charm of it, the ten- 
der grace of its unstriving aspect! How I 
wish I could make you see it—feel it! 

“Then we reached the little brown house. 
It is a shabby house, I suppose. It needs 
paint like its neighbors. Its gate is always 
standing open as the last guest has left it 
—a ‘shiftless habit’ which I have often 
heard deplored. But surely there is much 
to defend in an open gate. ‘Of welcome be 
assured, all ye who enter here!’ it seems to 
say. For the sake of such a greeting I 
think one can overlook untidiness. How 
warm and mellow, too, are those faded 
walls! Fresh paint? How could fresh paint 
smart and glaring, compare with that 
weathered brown? 


“We literally tumbled out of the ram- 
shackle surrey that had brought us from 
the station and ran up the wide, rose-bor- 
dered path to the house, the babies doing 
bravely in the race. Mother and father 
would be at church, we knew, but we could 
find good friends to receive us—Chloe, our 
dear old colored cook, and Sam, her hus- 
band, who was by turns butler, gardener, 
driver, and jack of all trades. Sure enough, 
before we could pull the old-fashioned 
knocker, Sam had flung wide the door, and 
Chloe, close behind him, was exclaiming: 
‘Well, bless de Lawd! Dey’s all here now!’ 

“Something in the glance that Chloe and 
Sam exchanged struck me as significant of 
more than my own little flock. ‘You mean— 
you mean’— But just then there was a tu- 
multuous rush from the living room, and 
Margaret, Leslie, and John surrounded us! 

“We had to come home,’ we told one 
another, looking at one another with happy, 
misty eyes. ‘We just had to come home, 
didn’t we?” 

“To which Margaret added softly: ‘Think 
what it will mean to mother and father.’ 

“TT felt as if I were being called,’ I told 
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her. ‘O Margaret, they must have been 
calling us—mother and father. Their 
hearts must have been calling us, even 
though they didn’t say a word.’ 

“She nodded. And then she hushed me: 
‘S—ss—sh! They’re coming!’ 

“Then—the living room door swung open, 
and mother and father stood before us. For 
an instant they did not move or speak, nor 
did we. 

“TI prayed for this!’ I heard mother whis- 
per. 

“Then we all seemed to have our arms 
around one another at once, with little Mary 
Lou and Dick in the midst of us, and there 
were broken, joyous cries: ‘We’ve come 
home!’ And: ‘Yes, darlings, you’ve come 
home.’ 

“Not in all my life shall I forget that day. 
The Thanksgiving table, with every place 


THANKSGIVING 


Once more the liberal year laughs out 
O’er richer stores than gems of gold; 

Once more with harvest song and shout 
Is nature’s boldest triumph told. 


Our common mother rests and sings 
Like Ruth among her garnered 
sheaves; 
Her lap is full of goodly things, 
Her brow is bright with autumn 
leaves. 


Oh, favors old, yet ever new; 

Oh, blessings with the sunshine sent! 
The bounty overruns our due; 

The fullness shames our discontent. 


We shut our eyes, the bowers bloom on; 
We murmur, but the corn ears fill; 

We choose the shadow, but the sun 
That casts it, shines behind us still. 


And gives us, with our rugged soil, 


The power to make it Eden fair, 
And richer fruits to crown our toil, 


Than summer-wedded islands bear. 
—John Greenleaf Whittie-, 





filled, mother smiling at us from the head 
and father beaming on us from the foot; 
the marvelous ‘home’ dinner which Chloe 
and Sam, gloriously equal to the unexpected, 
set before us; the heart-rejoicing afternoon 
when the neighbors, to whom news of our 
arrival had sped, came in to swell the cho- 
rus of welcome; the long, peaceful evening 
around the open fire. Ah, one has to go 
home for such things as those! 

“From my corner of the hearth I looked 
at the group gathered, after supper around 
that cheery, unnecessary fire: father, slen- 
der, erect, and stately, a brave and noble 
figure at seventy-four; mother, faded as 
delicately as a rose fades, sweet as a rose, 
too, for all her seventy winters; the children 
about them—John and Leslie and my own 
Dick—all so strong and frank and clean 
and fine; Margaret, radiant in her proud 
and gentle womanhood; the two grandchil- 
dren, little Dick, flushed and sleepy, in my 
mother’s arms; and little Mary Lou, rosy, 
chubby, still wide awake and bright of eye, 
enthroned upon father’s knee. As I looked, 
I knew that I saw the best life has to give. 

“I glanced up at Dick where he sat be- 
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side me—and found his eyes wet. ‘If only 
I’d gone home at Thanksgiving while my 
own mother and father lived!’ he whispered. 
‘We'll come to your home every Thanksgiv- 
ing—as long as’— 

“*As long as home lasts!’ I finished. For 
I knew that not even the little brown house 
was really home; I knew that when mother 
and father were gone it would be only a 
place of empty rooms. Home is a living 
thing; it is a soul—the soul of married love. 

“Late that night I tapped-on mother’s 
door, and then entered without waiting for 
a response. She had not heard my knock; 
she did not hear me come in. She was 
kneeling beside her bed, and, in her white 
gown, her little figure looked like a child’s. 
Like a child, too, she was talking aloud to 
God. She was giving thanks to Him for 
having answered her prayer and brought 
her children home. It was then that I knew 
what had called me.” 

Do you wonder that, after reading this 
letter, I wanted to cry out to all of you who 
can, “Go home! Go home on Thanksgiv- 
ing!” For everywhere the hearts of moth- 
ers and fathers are calling. Everywhere the 
little brown houses—and the splendid and 
stately ones too—are beseeching you: 
“Come to us while we are still alive—and 
alive with the soul of the love that has made 
us its dwelling place.”—Today’s Magazine. 


For What Should We Be 
Thankful? 


FoR ability to labor for those whom we 
love. 

For the inestimable blessing of serving 
God. 

For open churches, a preached gospel, and 
believing people. 

For treasure laid up in the palace of 
peace and the dreams of the beautiful shore. 

For the privilege of contributing to the 
spread of the gospel in lands near and re- 
mote, 

For the wisdom that comes from the fol- 
lies of experience and teaches us a better 
way. 

For a resting place we call home when 
the toil of day is ended and the night is at 
hand. 

For the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
which . gives salvation and everlasting se- 
curity to every believing soul. 

For the civilization that has made us what 
we are and gives the safeguard of righteous 
laws to every man, woman, and child. 

For the consciousness that, come love. or 
hate, pleasure or pain, come the prosperity 
of life or the echoless silence of the grave, 
nothing can rob us of the rest that re- 
maineth. 

For missionary societies, both of men and 
women, whose one divine purpose is, to lead 
fallen humanity into the Kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior. 

For skillful surgery and medical acumen 
by which disease has been baffled and the 
ministry of anesthesia has conquered pain 
in its own dominion. 


ey 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


J. P. Barrett, Reidsville, N. C. 

G. M. Morrow, 635 Atkinson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

R. W. Page, Vaughnville, Ohio, 

J. E. Besemer, 64 Prospect St., Cortland, N. Y. 

L. W. Ryan, Buckland, Ohio, 

U. S. Johnson, Waldron, Ind. 

A. B. Kendall, 1023 Garfield Ave., Springfield. Ohio. 
Geo. W. Allen, 3265 South Logan St., Englewood, Colo. 
H. R. Clem, 410 Mendenhall St., Greensboro, N.C. 
Thos. ©. House, Harrod, Ohio. 








Deaths 


William Jordan Meadows was born October 18, 1809, 
and died October $1, 1921, age sixty-two years. He 
and his wife united with the Forest Ridge Church 
in the fall of 1886. He has always had a kind!ly 
feeling for the work of Christ. Funeral services 
were conducted in the Ridge Church by his former 
pastor, Rev. F. G. Bell. Interment in near-by 
cemetery. 
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Christmas Cantatas, Services, and Helps 
White Gifts for the King 


Offers You an Ideal Christmas Service 


Four New Services, or Christmas Programs 


HOW YOU MAY LEARN ALL ABOUT 
“WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING” 


The first step in introducing the plan is to know 
it thoroughly yourself, and then let others in your 
school know about it. Our newly revised book, 
“White Gifts for the King,” will explain and in- 
spire. The various services are all full and rich 

Christmas Service Am af with suggestion. No matter what one service your 
ers. i } school renders, your committee will find all serv- 
i a ices helpful in its preparation. Our advice is to 
order. early the complete book described below to 

obtain the most information. 


“COMPLETE WHITE GIFTS FOR THE 
KING” 

z This is a new book containing all the material ob- 
“The Com- “Christmas ‘‘Gift of *“Worship tainabld referring to “‘White Gifts for the King.” It 
ing Messiah” Echoes ’’ Love’’ by the King” is a compilation of Mrs, Curtiss’ book, new this year, 
by E.8.} based on Fred B. Hol b ire. 8 of all the services published to date and pictures of 
y #8. 140- Christmas » £201 y , the suggestion blank and envelope. Every church 
renz. carols. ton. Wilson. should have this for reference year after year, that 
its Christmas committee may prepare its program 
with full intelligence of the plan. This is what you 
should buy first. You must have it all to get the 

necessary vision and information. 

Price per copy, $1.00. 


Price of each 8 cents per copy, 85 cents per dozen, $3.25 per fifty, $6.00 per 
hundred, postpaid. 


A single sample each of the above four new services sent to a superintendent 
or Christmas committee chairman for 20 cents. 
*Orchestration for “Worship the King” can be furnished. 


Three Christmas Canéitas, 1921 


“WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING” REVISED 


By Phebe A. Curtiss. This book fully explains 
the idea besides giving the vision. It is the prod- 
uct of many years’ experience and is full of new 
suggestions that old users as well as new will ap- 
preciate. It should be placed in the hands of every 
teacher and officer. The committee or prospective 
users should have the complete book described above. 
This is important. 

Price per copy, 35 cents. 





PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 


Eight different ones to select from. 
Se each; 85e dozen; $3.25 for 50; $6.00 for 100. 
“Service No. 1” 
By Phebe A. Ourtiss. A _ service suited to the 
s : ee smaller communities. Full of good songs and good 
io ee a : / recitations. Moves smoothly and easily, bringing 
(ee eine ; a f forth the gifts in a beautiful manner. 16 pages. 
[we ee ees “Service No. 2” 
acacia — By Phebe A. Curtiss. For those who nan ie - 

, ~ plicity of the old Christmas stories and carols. he 

ae ——r a: —— ’ “Son e Legend of Cathay is the central point of this service. 
“The Birthday Story” 

By Jessie Brown Pounds. A _ delightful service 
based upon the Bible Story of Christmas. Songs 
are all accompanied by pantomimes. 

“The Christmas Pageant” 

By Jessie Brown Pounds. A prelude, a pageant, 
and a presentation of gifts that bring out the beau- 
tiful points of a giving Christmas. 

“Message of Victorious Peace” 

By Mrs. Joseph L. Stacy. A _ service of old and 
original Christmas stories. Has original stage setting 
with tableau form of presentation of gifts. 

“A Tribute of Love” 

By Edith Sanford Tillotson and C. Harold Lowden. 
A harmonious mixture of stories, recitations, and read- 
ings. All the songs are new and especially adapted 
to “White Gifts for the King.” 

“The King’s Birthday” 

By Mary Brainerd Smith, Edith Sanford Til'otson, 
and C. Harold Lowden. All stories and readings are 
in verse. Songs are new and appropriate. A dis 
tinctly different service. : 

“No Room in the Inn” 

By Mary Huron Blair. Another delightful service 
based upon the Bible story of Christmas. A very 
dramatic representation leading to the giving of the 





We offer a line of easy cantatas calling fo: the co-operation of the choir 
with the Sunday-school. If a regular choir is not available, an improvised choir 
ean be gathered for the purpose and can perform-its part without difficulty. 
These cantatas make possible a much more varied, interesting, and dignified 
service than would be possible otherwise. 


“When the Savior Came.” By E. S. Lorenz. Price 20 cents per copy. 


“A Christmas Secret,” by Brewster and Wilson, Our splendid new 
Santa Claus cantata. Price per copy, 30c; per dozen, $3.25. 


“The Spirit of Christmas,” by Withoft an,. Lorenz. No Santa Claus. 
Bright and sparkling. Price per co;2. 30c; per dozen, $3.25. 


Christmas Treasury No. 32 
The New Number fo, 1921 


In this booklet will be fund entertainment matter for 
the Sunday-school to fit with any idea or service for 
Christmas. It is especigi» rich in primary matter, the 
recitations and exercises ‘or the little people being un- 
usually taking and bright. This number of the Treasury 
contains : ‘ 

Primary Recitatign's, 
Intermediate Recitations. 





Motion Exercises. 
Acrostics. 

Primary Exercises. 
Intermediate Exercises. 
Intermediate Dialogs. 
Dialogs for Seniors, 


All this material is on Christmas topics. One of the 


greatest aids published for preparing Christmas Sunday- 
school entertainments. 


Price, 25 cents, postpaid. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 


Fifth and Ludlow Sts. 


DAYTON, OHIO 


White Gifts. Contains many of the best Christmas 
songs. 
Suggestion Blanks 

A leaflet with forty suggested pledges of gifts of 
self, service, and substance. The use of these blanks 
has been very successful and is really eessential for 
a successful service. One should be given to every 
member of the church and school and to every friend 
of same. Size 3x5%4 inches. 


Price per 100, 75 cents, 


Envelopes 


Beautifully designed to match Suggestion Blanks. 
Used to contain gifts as marked off on blanks. Size, 
31/3 x5% inches. 


Price per 100, 75 cents. 
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